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BISHOPS CURIA 

125 n. craig street 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 



Reverend and dear Father: 

I want you and your good people to know how 
sorry I am that I cannot come to Monongahela and so share 
with you in the celebration of the Diamond Jubilee of 
the foundation of Transfiguration Parish. Will you 
be good enough to find some way of expressing my regrets 
to your parishioners. 

I embrace the occasion to offer my sincere 
congratulations to your parish upon having completed 
three-quarters of a century, and my gratitude to all 
who during these many years have contributed in one 
way and another towards the maintenance and spread of 
the Faith in your section of God's vineyard. 

I join my prayers with yours for those who have 
gone on out of your parish and I send you all my bless- 
ing with the ardent prayer that your Church may con- 
tinue to be to your people and to you the source of God 1 j 
richest graces and blessings. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

HUGH C. BOYLE, 
Bishop of Pittsburgh- 
Reverend Charles F. Gwyer 
Transfiguration Church 
Monongahela, Pa. 

November 5, 1940. 
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CITY OF 

Jlonongafjela 

PENNSYLVANIA 



Reverend Father C. F. Gwyer, 
Transfiguration Church, 
Monongahela , Penna . 

Dear Sir: — 

The members of the Council of the City of 
Monongahela wish to extend to you and your good 
Congregation our heartiest congratulations on 
your Seventy-fifth Anniversary. 

We further wish to state that your 
Congregation has figured prominently in the 
religious and civic development of the City of 
Monongahela. 

Sincerely, 

W. J. BLYTHE, 
Director of Accounts & Finance 

THOMAS A. WILSON, 
Director of Public Safety 

WILLIAM H. ISAAC, 
Director of Streets & Improvements 

G. H. MURPHY, 
Director of Parks & Property 
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Mayor's Office of 
Monongahela, Penna. 
November 1, 1940 

My Dear Father Gwyer : 

I consider it an unusual honor to be asked to 
add my small part in observation of the 75th anniver- 
sary of Transfiguration Church and I am very happy 
indeed to do so. Now, "what can I say that will be 
really appropriate", I asked myself. Then, as I 
looked back over the record of Transfiguration during 
the past 75 years; as I considered the great work ac- 
complished by the several priests who have led this 
church forward in its progressive growth and service 
to humanity; as I took stock of the inspiration and 
guidance of Father Kitrick and Father Gwyer, their 
assistants and those who preceded them, have rendered 
to Christianity to this community and to our Govern- 
ment; as I considered the vitally important role this 
parish has taken in upholding Americanism; the in- 
fluence of this church on the general welfare of this 
community and as I recalled how the work of the parish 
and those who guide its growth has endeared itself to 
the citizens of the whole community— — as I recalled 
these many outstanding accomplishments, I found it 
very easy and very pleasing to congratulate your 
church, sincerely on its 75th anniversary and trust 
that the next 75 years of growth for the Transfigura- 
tion Church are to bring forth a progress comparable 
with the past. 

DR. C. B. LAMP 
Mayor of City of 
Monongahela, Pa. 
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Introduction 



In as much as we did not arrive in the country until some twenty years 
after the organization of Transfiguration Parish, and as we did not arrive in 
Monongahela until some fifty years later, the contents of this little booklet 
must be considered as a compilation of data gathered from very many sources 
rather than an attempt at an original history of the early days of Monongahela 
and the Catholic Church therein. 

It will be our intention to so indicate all reliable sources from which we 
shall pick the items we feel will prove of interest to the community and to our 
Membership. 

Some of the articles will be taken wholly and entirely from dependable 
sources and works of those we must acknowledge better equipped than our- 
selves to portray the growth and development of Transfiguration Parish in 
Monongahela, Pennsylvania. 

Some of the items are gathered from the various parish records, such as 
the Baptismal Registers, the Matrimonial Registers and the lists of interments 
in our cemeteries. Other items will be taken from, reports of those now living 
who have been kind enough to furnish us with information handed down tra- 
ditionally from their parents and earlier residents. A third source of informa- 
tion will be the Centennial Book of Monongahela and the Old Home Week Book 
so ably compiled by Dr. W. P. Taylor, D. 1). S., and who has been kind enough 
to check and confirm some of our notices. 

The Pittsburgh Catholic has come to our assistance especially in the re- 
searches of the lives of our Bishops and Priests, and to the Pittsburgh Catholic 
we render thanks for the loan of many of the cuts which furnish some of the 
pictures enlivening this memorial. 

One thought, or perhaps it was two, that guided us in the writing was to 
fix once for all some kind of a record of our parish, feeling that as the days go 
by, the items that make historical records possible are easily lost and forgotten. 
The words of Father A. A. Lambing in his works from which we have gleaned 
much information, also inspired us to make the record more complete. 

The second thought ever before us was the value and interest such a pam- 
phlet w r ould prove to be to our children. Those of our school now, will, we hope 
and pray, be furthering the history of our parish and city and when they come 
to celebrate the Centennial, twenty-five years hence, we hope they may find 
this of at least a little assistance. 

In attempting a w r ork of this kind we confess that we do feel and sincerely 
regret our short-comings and lament that the task has not fallen to the lot of 
some one more able than ourselves. There may be some valuable information 
missing, there may be some mistakes discovered in the reading and study of our 
efforts, if so we humbly ask the readers their kind and gracious toleration. We 
shall welcome criticism and corrections, in fact we humbly ask for these things, 
for it is our wish to leave for future days at least some record of what has trans- 
pired in the past. 
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Whiskey 



At first glance it may appear a bit strange that a publication of such a 
nature as this booklet would open its first chapter with the title and discussion 
of anything with relationship to whiskey. But this strangeness disappears 
when we reflect that Religion travels with and is carried hither and thither by 
human beings and finds its progress and its difficulties in the success and hard- 
ships of its bearers. In our particular case we find the history of our city and 
the story of our religious background taking their rise in, and growth from, 
the episode of our National History known as the Whiskey Rebellion. 

For many years past the story of the Whiskey Insurrection has been dealt 
with in a very superficial manner, and for what reason is unknown to the writer. 
As a matter of fact, though, the Whiskey Rebellion is, or rather was, of much 
greater moment to the well being of our young nation than is recognized by 
the school day text books of United States History. With such thoughts be- 
fore us, we deem it advisable to portray the causes and scope of the insurrec- 
tion as revealed by a more attentive reading of the details recorded in various 
archives, pamphlets and histories, together with an attentive ear to the echoes 
reaching us at this late date through the traditions handed from father to son. 

The best known reason for the disturbance is that which tells us that it 
was an objection to the collection of the excise tax on the whiskey distilled in 
the homes and farms of the western counties of Pennsylvania. Such collection 
of taxes being considered an imposition upon the farmers who, growing much 
corn and grain on the fertile fields had no method of deriving a profit from 
their labors and their harvests other than that of converting their grain into 
a form easily transported to the east. Perhaps many involved in the insur- 
rection were not conscious of any other reason, but it takes but a glance to 
realize that such an outbreak must, of necessity, had a mental background or 
general attitude, which gave birth to the thoughts of insubordination and as- 
suaged the conscience to such an extent that the extremes to wdiich the move- 
ment tended was judged to be perfectly lawful and moral. In Charity, we 
must conclude that, subjectively, the participants were perhaps without moral 
guilt for the evidence stands that sneh a mental attitude did exist and this 
evidence is in the very words of the prime leader Benjamin Parkinson, wdien 
he cried out to the deliberating congress on that hillside "Are we right or are 
we wrong"? 

Though some of these people did have some education, they were for the 
most part of a class somewhat removed from the literati. For years, even be- 
fore they or their parents left the old country, they had been subjected to the 
preachments of a philosophy which in its last analysis gave justification to 
the individual for any act he may see fit to perform. This philosophy had been 
growing in Europe both on the continent and in the British Isles from the 
close of the fifteenth century and finally was developed and promulgated by 
Locke and Hume in England, by Rousseau and the Encyclopedists in France 
and by Lessing and Kant in Germany. Summed up and paraphrased this doc- 
trine taught that "It is contrary to the natural, innate and inalienable right 
and liberty and dignity of man to subject himself to an authority, the root, 
rule, measure and sanction of which is not found in himself.'' This teaching 
destroys the voice of authority and silences the plea of others outside the indi- 
vidual and had in minds, hearts, and consciences of the farmers of Western 
Pennsylvania built up a fertile soil for a revolt against the newly established 
authority of the Federal Government. It was an easy matter then for the lead- 
ers to sway the local populace and bring them to the point of treason. 
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In its scope the Whiskey Rebellion was a matter of no small importance 
to those days. Most of the historians confine its locale to the four Western 
Counties of the State of Pennsylvania, but a reading of the more detailed his- 
tory shows that a good portion of what is now the state of West Virginia was 
also involved. There are references to the vicinity of Wheeling to the west 
of the boundary line of our state and again some even to Morgantown and 
Fairmont to the south. Even though the limits of territory covered be re- 
stricted to the present four counties, Allegheny, Washington, Greene, and 
Fayette, there is found to be an area of almost 3,750 square miles. This would 
make a fair sized state, Rhode Island having only 1,248 square miles of which 
about 200 square miles are waters of such large bays as that of the Narragan- 
sett. If we include that portion which is now West Virginia, then indeed we 
would have a state about the size of Connecticut which boasts of 4,965 square 
miles. 

The writer likes to make these comparisons with the states mentioned not 
only to show the size of the insurrection in mileage, but to bring home to some 
extent the seriousness of the danger that was involved. There was talk of 
forming an independent government, independent of that at Philadelphia 
(Philadelphia at that time was the Capitol of the Country) and establishing 
a new nation west of the Allegheny mountains extending into the then but 
little explored west. 

That the insurrectionists were ably prepared for such an endeavor can 
be judged from the reported strength of their numbers. None of the historians 
read by your author gives a number smaller than 5,000 men at "Braddoek's 
Fields" on that day August 2nd, 1794, some bringing a total to 8,000 men. 
Today 8,000 men may appear to be but a mere bagatelle to face our federal 
forces, but when it is recalled that at that time our national defenses were not 
well established, and our state militia was only in the first stages of formation 
it will become evident that the Whiskey Insurrection was a serious threat to 
the stability of the nation. It must also be recalled that this was no mere rabble. 
Of the 5,000 to 8,000 men there were many hundreds who were seasoned sol- 
diers, having fought in the campaigns of the Revolutionary War under Gen. 
Washington. There were those among them who held rank in the Colonial army, 
and thus we find such titles as Captain, Major and Colonel, listed in the rolls 
of the "well ordered forces" prepared to march against Pittsburgh. That they 
were well armed needs but little mention for they carried with them the lethal 
weapons used to kill such large game of the wilderness as the Panther, the Bear, 
and the Deer. There may be reason to suspect that our government of today, 
would find it a very difficult, if not an impossible task to so equip six to 
eight thousand men from its surplus arms, if anything should happen to the 
Monongahela valley in the very near future. 

That the Insurrection was a failure appears to be rather an act of Divine 
Providence rather than anything else. It certainly was not the result of an 
armed contest, and the quality of diplomacy used brings a smile as we read the 
reported discussions of the committees from Pittsburgh who met the insurgents 
to talk matters over. The author has felt for many years that the formation of 
our government and its preservation has had assistance from the Common 
Father of all, that this might be one nation on the earth that would be a hope 
and a refuge for those seeking to lead lives m harmony with the Divine and the 
Natural Law. Had Whiskey gained the day there may have been a different 
geography for our children to stu/ly, and there certainly would have been 
a different story in their history books. 

There is much for which we should render thanks to God and a real study 
of our history gives us reason to keep alive our national watchword, "In God 
We Trust". 
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To enter into a detailed account of the coming, and going of the various 
leaders of the insurrection, of their meetings, of their illegal acts, and attacks 
upon lawfully constituted authority is not permissible at this time and place, 
so we must ask our reader to be indulgent, and read with us the concise epitome 
we find in the New International Encyclopaedia Vol. 23 p. 517. " Whiskey Re- 
bellion; The term popularly applied to the organized opposition among the 
farmers and distillers of the four western counties of Pennsylvania in 1794 to 
the enforcement of the Federal Law of March 1791, imposing an excise tax on 
whiskey. The law was exceedingly unpopular in this part of the country, 
where whiskey was the chief article of manufacture, and from which, by reason 
of the remoteness of the country, grain could not well be shipped to the East 
except in the more portable form of whiskey. The frontier inhabitants regard- 
ed the law as an unjust discrimination against them, and vigorously opposed 
its enforcement, The government at once instituted prosecution against some 
of the chief offenders, but when the marshal undertook to serve the necessary 
processes he was compelled by a body of armed men to desist. In pursuance of 
an act passed by Congress in May 1792, President Washington issued a proala- 
mation commanding the insurgents to disperse, and warning others agamsl 
abetting them. On August 14, 1794, a convention of more than 200 delegates, 
representing the western counties of Pennsylvania and one county in Virginia, 
assembled at Parkinson's Ferry on the Monongahela, with Albert Gallatin (q. v.) 
as secretary of the meeting. Three commissioners who had been appointed by 
the President, together with commissioners appointed by the Governor oi 
Pennsylvania, appeared at the convention, and offered a general amnesty, 
conditioned upon submission to the laws, but no promise or pledge could be 
secured from the convention. The commissioners thereupon returned to Phil- 
adelphia, and on the basis of their report the President issued a second procla- 
mation on September 25, commanding submission and announcing the march 
to the scene of disturbances of a force of militia, a requisition for 15,000 militia- 
men having already been made upon the Governors of Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, Virginia and Maryland. Upon the approach of the troops the ardor 
of the insurgents was somewhat dampened, and David Bradford, the prime 
mover in the insurrection, fled to New Orleans. Meantime another convention 
assembled at Parkinson's Ferry and passed resolutions pledging submission 
and obedience to the laws. Thereupon Governor Lee of Virginia, who was 
acting as commander of the militia, issued a proclamation of amnesty, re- 
quiring an oath of allegiance to the United States, and ordered the arrest of 
those offenders who refused to make a declaration of submission. A number of 
suspected persons were seized. Some were dismissed for want of evidence, and 
others were bound over to appear for trial. Two were convicted of treason, but 
were pardoned by the President. As a precautionary measure, 2,500 troops un- 
der the command of General Morgan, were retained in the disaffected com* 
munity thoughout the winter to serve as a police force. The real significance 
of the disturbances, which never rose to the dignity of an insurrection, was 
that it was the first instance in which the strength of the new Federal gov- 
ernment to maintain domestic tranquility and enforce laws was put to the test. 
The promptness with which the resistance was put down won respect for 
the government an/i established valuable precedents with regard to its powei 
and duty on similar occasions in the future. 
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For Sale 



REAL ESTATE — CHOICE CITY LOTS 



There appear to be several reasons why our city did not enjoy such op- 
portunities for quick development as did some of our neighboring villages. 
In the early days, when the exodus of the pioneers from the East toward the 
West was starting, the travelers naturally sought and followed the easier 
paths leading to their destinations. These first routings were just trails 
blazed across the mountains by the Indians and led to points of advantage 
along the rivers. Of these the one most frequently used was that followed by 
the English from Virginia as they came to drive out the French from Fort 
Duquesne. Having been "improved" by the passage of the soldiers and their 
return to Virginia, this road, which after a time became the National Highway 
and now generally known as Route Forty, was the one taken by the Virginians 
as they sought their new homes in the wilderness. It led them to Red Stone, 
now Brownsville, where they built boats and flats and floated down the Mo- 
nongahela into the Ohio and on to the settlements being founded in what is now 
Kentucky. This road then gave Brownsville reasons for its early start. 

Another road starting at a later date from points further north led across 
the mountains, across the Susquehanna River and through what is now Bedford 
to Pittsburgh. Just west of Bedford this trail branched and led through the 
valleys and over the hills to what has become Elizabeth. For the pioneers 
from the eastern portion of William Penn's grant and for those from Delaware 
and New Jersey, Elizabeth became a very convenient jumping off station and 
here as at Brownsville they built their boats and their flats. Some, feeling that 
they had come far enough settled at these points and planted the seed which 
in time became the cities we now know. 

It would seem that one of these Pioneers was Abraham Decker, who with 
his family decided to locate on the creek which is now Pigeon Creek. 

At this time we deem it advisable to give a bit of a geographical descrip- 
tion of the Old Pigeon Creek of the early days. For the most part the creek 
flows in a generally northern direction from its rise further back in the hills, 
to its mouth in the Monongahela River. At one time, when the Deckers ar- 
rived it broke at a point south of the Stogglestown Bridge and formed an 
island known in later years as Blue Bell Island. Blue Bell Island has since 
become the Race Track. Further north the two arms of the creek came to- 
gether and continued its flow to a point directly in back of Hanks Meat Market. 
Here it broke again into two branches to enter the river. One branch flowed 
in a north-easterly direction much as it does today, the other took an almost 
northerly path through what is now the Gulf Filling Station and Keenies 
Garage, forming another island. The Creek must have afforded a beautiful 
bit of landscape in the early days but now it has all been trodden under the 
" advance of civilization". The western branch forming Blue Bell Island was 
closeel in at both ends for the road which leads off from Park Avenue while 
the Railroaei closed the opening into the river. 

It was to the west of the creek and to the south of Blue Bell Island that 
Abraham Decker erected his cabin and the site is known now as the Van 
Voorhis Homestead. This site was guaranteed to the Deckers by the state of 
Virginia. Concerning this it may be well to quote from the ' ' Historical Address 
on the One Hundredth Anniversary of Monongahela City, Penna.," as deliv- 
ered by J. S. Van Voorhis, a recognized historian of our early days, November 
15, 1892. i 
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"Abraham Decker originally laid claim to the land on which the upper 
part of Monongahela City is located. The title was based on a Virginia entry 
and confirmed by patent No. 3783 bearing the date of August 26, 1769. 
Having passed the researches and dispute between the states of Virginia and 
Pennsylvania, the Board of Property finally declared the title to be valid." 

This dispute between the states arose over a doubtful interpretation of the 
instruments affording jurisdiction over the territory. To bring this out more 
clearly we quote from the book of Monongahela City Centennial, Pages 48' 
and 49 : 

"Since the Monongahela valley was settled we have had to do with two 
governments established on American soil by Great Britain, one a province and 
the other a colony — Pennsylvania and Virginia. The charter to Sir Walter 
Raleigh to establish the colony he called Virginia was granted in 1583, and was 
without bounds. New patents were afterwards issued, the final one being in 
1609, to the London company. It embraced two hundred miles north from 
Point Comfort, and two hundred miles south from Point Comfort. This made 
.our hundred miles of a coast line. In addition to that coast line, that charter 
contained the following clause: 'And all that space and circuit of lands lying 
from the sea-coast of the precinct of aforesaid up into the land throughout, 
from sea to sea, west and northwest. ' But what have we to ,do with this thor- 
oughly ambiguous sentence in this old Virginia charter? It has much to do 
with our ancestors in the Monongahela valley. It was the cause of an inter- 
state contest between them lasting for nearly twenty years, and reaching at 
times to riot an,d blood-shed. Observe the words 'from sea to sea, 7 in that char- 
ter. The Atlantic was one sea, upon the coast of which the patent to the London 
company gave two hundred miles north of Point Comfort and two hundred 
miles south of it. The other sea was the Pacific ocean, called by the people of 
that day The South Sea, which they suppose/1 was immediately on the west of 
the Allegheny mountains. They theretore claimed that their northern boun- 
dary was a northwest line drawn from a point on the Atlantic coast two hun- 
dred miles north of Point Comfort. That line, as you see, would have cut 
across the country towards Lake Erie, and made all settlers west of the Alle- 
gheny and south of Lake Erie, Virginians. It is for this reason that Virginia 
at one time claimed, not only all the valley of the Monongahela, but all the 
territory northwest of the Ohio river. But Virginia was a crown colony. And 
in 1681, on March 4th, Charles II granted to "William Penn the charter for the 
proprietary province of Pennsylvania. The grant was for three degrees of 
latitude on the Delaware River, and five degrees of longitude to the west. 
The indefinite grant to a crown colony must of course yield before a grant 
with courses and distances to a proprietary. Where the boundaries of Penn- 
sylvania were, therefore, was a mere matter of measurement, not to be made, 
however, until many years had passed after the first settlers had put up their 
cabins along this beautiful valley." 

The dispute was not settled until the completion of the Mason-Dixon Line 
after the Revolutionary War. The Mason-Dixon Line was started to settle 
a dispute over the location of their properties, as given by the crown, to Wil- 
liam Penn and to Lord Baltimore. It was run, in 1763-1767, for a. distance of 
two hundred and forty-four miles west from the Delaware River and inter- 
rupted by the Indians. This left the Western Part of our State still a disputed 
territory. 

As preparations were being made by the colonists to cut themselves free from 
England, Lord Dunmore, the Governor of Virginia and a loyalist, came into 
Western Pennsylvania and not only incited the Indians to a war known as 
Dunmore War but set up much agitation among the settlers as to bring on a 
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serious threat of a war between the States of Virginia and Pennsylvania. This 
was clone with the thought that the British forces would gain the victory if 
the colonists could be brought to a poiut of fighting among themselves. Dun- 
more therefore can be called the first " Fifth Columnist" of our Western 
Pennsylvania. 

Dunmore's efforts to keep the colonists from joining together against the 
mother country was a failure and after the return of the Revolutionary soldiers, 
the assurance of Peace and the establishment of the government, the two states 
were brought together and the differences more easily settled. 

During this period, just one year after the Board of Property had found 
the Decker Claims to be valid, Joseph Parkinson arrived seeking* a home and 
selected the Decker Property as the most desirable site for his purposes. The 
Deckers had built their primitive Cabin and when Parkinson came he was 
obliged to enjoy the hospitality of the Decker Homestead or pitch himself a 
tent. Van Voorhis tells us that he accepted the proffered bed but only for a 
very short time as he actually pitched his "tent" (the Log Cabin) on that 
place which is now occupied by the Italian Citizen's Club. 

Concerning the adjustment of the differences between the Deckers and 
the Parkinsons Ave again quote from Mr. J. S. Van Voorhis 7 Centennial speech, 
"In 1796 the Board of Property decided that Joseph Parkinson was the legal 
owner of the tract of land. In pursuance of such decision, that patent issued 
August 26, 1769 to Abraham Decker, was given May 11, 1796 to Joseph Park- 
inson." 

From the time of his arrival Parkinson made himself right at home and pro- 
ceeded to lav a firm erasr, nn 0 n holdups. Thero wps a ferrv on the other 
side of the river authorized in 1775 and known until 1782 as Devore's Ferry; 
this he had renamed and palled ever after, the Parkinson Ferry. With the 
influx of new settlers and the onenin*? of the road from what is now Washing- 
ton. Ppunsvlvauia. he succeeded in bavin** the new Post Office railed the Park- 
inson Post Office. Ten vears later wishing to sell sonip of his holdings Parkinson 
advertised the fact in the Pittsburgh Gazette, October 1792. As we read the 
Van Voorhis speech we obtain a notice of this advertisement. "The subscriber 
had laid out a part of his farm on the Monongahela River, in the County of 
Washington, at the mouth of Pigeon Creek, opposite Devore's Ferrv, into lots 
for a town, the sale of which will begin on the premises on the 15th day of 
November next." Washington Co., October 20, 1792. 

Joseph Parkinson. 

Continuing our reading we find that the sale was not very successful owing 
to the fact that the difficulties still existed growing out of the issuing of Penn- 
sylvania Patents and Virginia Certificates. 

Encouraged by the decision of the Board of Property, May 11, 1796, Park- 
inson again advertised his lots for sale and this sale was advertised in a paper 
published in Washington, Pennsylvania, called the Telegraph. On account of i+s 
interesting and novel features Van Voorhis gives the notice in its entirety. 
We follow Mr. Van Voorhis' example and add that the notice gives an insighl 
to the character of the man. 

" Whereas, the subscriber has layed out lots for a town on his plantation, 
near the mouth of Pigeon Creek, on the 26th of August, Instant, notice is here- 
by given to all those who, incline to become purchasers of said lot or lots of this 
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special condition, that every said purchaser or purchasers of said lot or lots 
are to be prevented from erecting or causing to be erected, any craft, boat or canoe 
for the conveying of passengers across the Monongahela river, but the same be 
and is hereby reserved to the subscriber or his hrirs or assigns, so far as the 
claim of the subscriber extends. The highest bidder for each lot or lots to be 
the buyer. Any person or persons purchasing any lot or lots are to pay one- 
third of the purchase money by the third day of September next, one-third 
part by the 26th of November next, and the remaining third part to be paid on 
or before the 26th of February next, when the purchaser will receive a suf- 
ficient title for each lot or lots, subject to the payment of one dollar per annum 
on each lot, to be payable the 1st of October, 1797. 

"Any person or persons inclining to have their deed or deeds before the 
above described time, may, on payment of the purchase money, immediately 
receive them. Notes and security will be required for the first payment, and 
failure of making the second payment, the first will be forfeited to the proprie- 
tor, and on failure of the third payment, the first and second to be forfeited 
and the lots to revert to the owner. Each lot is 60 feet in front and 200 feet 
deep. The streets 60 feet wide, and the alleys extending from the river to the 
hill. 15 feet wide, the cross alleys from 15 to 25 feet wide, according to the 
situation of the ground. 
;t August 26, 1786. 

Joseph Parkinson. 7 ' 

At this sale twenty-four lots were sold ranging from $22.00 to $239.00 
the total being $1,385.00 and thus our town started. 

In the beginning the town was called Wiliiamsport to honor the son of 
Joseph Parkinson whose name was AA r illiam. The extent of the village was from 
what is now First Street, then called Ford, to what is now Third Street called 
at that time Race Street. The town received its first major growth from the 
annexation of Georgetown in 1816. 

In 1792, March 13, Paul Froman who was granted a tract of land adjoin- 
ing that of Parkinson, sold his holdings to Adam Wickerham. On a part of 
this land Wickerham laid out a plot for building lots much after the fashion 
of his neighbor and called his town Georgetown. There appears to have been 
some rivalry between the two towns or perhaps between the two founders but 
the lot holders insisted and finally required Wickerham to record his plot as 
« nart of Wiliiamsport. Thus he did in 1816 and Wiliiamsport gained almost 
as much as its original formation in area and residents. Concerning this we 
read in the Yan Voorhis History: 

"I, Adam Wickerham, do certify that this plot is made agreeable to my direc- 
tion, and that I acknowledge it as a part of Wiliiamsport, formerly called 
Georgetown, and witness my hand and seal this 23rd day of February, 1816. 

Signed, Adam Wickerham." 

The land across Pigeon Creek was laid out in 1811 and named East Wil- 
iiamsport but became better known as Catsburg. It received this name as a 
momento of Kitty Caldwell, who was favorably inclined to the breeding and 
raising of kittens and who had so many about the place that she and her kittens 
were the subject of many conversations. 

From Mr. Van Voorhis' "Old and New Monongahela" we learn that by an 
act of Assembly approved by Gov. Wolfe, April 3rd, 1833, Wiliiamsport was 
incorporated into a borough. With this incorporation being indicated, the 
Postal Authorities changed the old name of the Post Office to that of Williams- 
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port and the new town carried this name until 1837 when on the first of April 
that year it took the name of Monongahela City. It shortened its name by an 
order from the Postoffice Department which reads as follows: 

Postoffice Department, 

Washington, D. 0., Feb. 13th, 1893. 

You are respectfully informed that an order has been made changing the 
name of Monongahela City to Monongahela, to take effect April 1st, 1893. 

E. E. Rathborne, 

Fourth Assistant P. M. General 

Our Parish also covers the land to the west which at one time was known 
as West Monongahela but now called New Eagle. This plot was laid out into 
lots by H. Higenbotham in 1893 and incorporated into a borough September 9. 
1912. Before that date it was for political purposes part of Carroll Township. 
We are thankful to Mrs. Abbott of New Eagle for the following data con- 
cerning the borough on our west. 



BOROUGH OF NEW EAGLE 
WASHINGTON COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

Incorporated — September 9, 1912 
Formerly — Carroll Township 
First Officers of Borough Appointed by Court 

Burgess — John N. Jenkins 1912 to 1918 

Council — 

John H. Roadman— President 1912 to January 5, 1914 

C. W. Garbart— Secretary 1912 to April 10, 1914 

Sid C. Wilson Theodore Myers William Pickering 

Paul E. Berry James Abbott Henry Cook, Jr. 

Tax Collector— John G. Todd Treasurer— George T. Cook to 1936 

High Constable— S. R. Frye Solicitor— Oliver S. Scott 

Assessor— Ross Garbart Judge of Elections— Bert Teeple 

William Hodgson — President of Council Jan. 5, 1914 — 1920 

John G. Noble — Secretary April 10, 1914 — Aug. 11, 1922 

Joseph Connell — Burgess 1918—1922 

James Abbott — President of Council 1920 — Jan. 2, 1928 

Josenh H. Reinhardt — Burgess 1922-1926 

H. E. Evans— Secretary 1922 to Axier. 10, 1923 

Paul E. Berry— Secretary Aug. 10, 1923 to date 

Edward Y. Baker — Burgess 1926 to date 

William Fitch— President of Council 1928— Jan. 6, 1930 

John G. Noble — President of Council 1930 — January 1938 

Louis Leber— President of Council 1938 to date 

James Cook— Treasurer 1936 to date 

Present Officers 

Burgess Edward Y. Baker 

Secretary Paul E. Berrv 

Treasurer James Cook 

Solicitor Charles E. Berry 

Engineer Alex L. McYicker 

Tax Collector James H. Drinkwater, Sr. 

President of Council — Louis Leber 
Albert Raynal Joseph Gamble Joseph Gregory 

Joseph Doty Henry Cardis Harry Cook 
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Transfiguration Parish 

i 



The history of any Roman Catholic Parish must, of nee ssity. date itself 
back through the more recent parent congregation to the very first Episcopal 
See established in the land. This Episcopal Sec. in turn, must dale itself back to 
an earlier canonically established Diocese, from which it takes its rise. The 
reason Eor 'his is Found in the determination oi the validity of authority and 
jurisdiction. -I srs Christ, the founder of our religion, gave authority to the 
Apostles, under St. Peter, to go forth and teach all nations, and jurisdiction 
over souls, so that ("hey may forgive sins. The Apostles, in turn, commissioned 
others to assist them and to take their pi ices, so that the Church might con- 
tinue to t!ie consummation of tin world. Thus, in an older diocese, tracing its 
authority '<> the days of St. Peter, in later days establishes and cuts off from 
itself, with ihe authority of the Holy See. a portion of its territory, and a 
new diocese is established for the welfare of those living in tic. district. 

The diocese regularly established in the above manner then subdivides 
its territory into parishes, or accepts, as established, the parochial boundaries 
it finds on its establishment. When the Catholic population of these congre- 
gations grows to SUCh an extent that the spiritual care of Ihe souls is found 

to be too niu(d) for the original parish, then under the Bishop of the l)io< 
a new <•» gregati i is organized and a new parish is established. 

It inns he noted that in the Church all jurisdiction and all authority 
come to us from the Chair of si. Peter through canonically established chan- 
nels. Thus in tracing the history of Transfiguration Parish. Monongahela, 
we must not lose sight of the various dioceses and parishes from which we de- 
rive our source. It would requir< an extensive study of Church History, to- 
gether with a knowledge of ( anon Law. to trace in detail our Lineage with 

Si. Pet( ''"s at Rom< . This work would take much time and space and for our 
present purpose it is not accessary. It will suffice for this article merely to 
bring before the attention of our readers that Episcopal Authority in what 
has become the Tinted States was first vested in the See of Baltimore, Mary- 
land, under Bishop Carrol on April (i. ITS!). 

As the nation grew and the War of the Revolution ended, immigration 
took on a great gain with many many Catholics coming from Ireland and 
Germany. Of course, this meant that in such a large field as the United states 

Was growing to he. it was of the greatest need that another and Other dioceses 

he organized and Bishops appointed over them. In 1808, to he more exact, 
on April s. 1808, Pope Pius signed the Hulls or documents accessary for the 
erection of the Diocese of Philadelphia. Bishop Bagan was appointed to he 
the first bishop, hut. as there was delay in the arrival of the Bulls, the Ton 

Secration and Installation of Bishop Bagan did not take plate until October 
28, 1810. It may he well for us to note at this point that, although the Diocese 

\\;is organized, and Father Bagan was appointed Bishop, he was. until conse- 
cration and installation, still a Subject of the Diocese of Baltimore, and served 
;is such in the capacity of Vicar General. 

The territory covered by the Philadelphia Diocese included all that of 
the two St;it"s of Pennsylvania and Delaware, together with the southern and 
western portions of the State of New Jersey. 

The Catholic population of this great territory grew in leaps and hounds, 
and mission priests came across the mountains with the migrating pioneers 
and after them, doing work of such effectiveness that many parishes were 
<> remixed : so many, in fact, that Bishop Flagel began to entertain the thought 
thai Pittsburgh was destined to have a Bishop of its own. In. the year 1835, 
the then Bishop of Philadelphia, Bishop Kendrick. proposed to the proper 
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authorities ;i1 Rome thai his diocese he divided mid a new one formed, with 
Pittsburgh as its center, and that he himself would resign Philadelphia and 
take up the task of putting the new diocese on a solid toot in jr. The proposal 
found favor in Rome and was duly approved in 1836, but there remained 

some difficulties to be ironed out, and. Finally the Fifth Provincial Council 
of Baltimore, in 1843, gave furthei recommendations, with the result that 

the new Diocese W;is creeled by the Papal Bullfl on A ULTUst 11. 1 S4^. With the 

Rev. Dr. Michael O'Connors being named Srsl Bishop. 

At tins point it is well for us to review the formation of the parishes 

in our immediate neighborhood, of which there are two. From these Trans- 
figuration draws its early history. One is. ''The Historic Church St. Peters. 
Brownsville/ ' and the other, "Old St. Patricks," Pittsburgh. 

Until the publication of the Historical works of Monsignor A. A. Lambing 
and the very illuminative publication of Ins researches and checkup by Father 
Martin Brennan, the present pastor, there were many who thought St. Peters 
Church in Brownsville was like unto the sturdy oaks of the forest, thai it just 
grew there. To Father Brennan we are indebted for our present knowledge 
of the history of early Catholicism in Western Pennsylvania, and it is from 

his publication thai we draw some of the material for this portion of the 
History of our Parish, at the same time, keeping in view the story of "Old 
St. Patricks/' 

It is now a well established fact thai there were two chief passages from 
the Atlantic seaboard toward the West, and the hardy pioneers who began 
to feel crowded in Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania, east of the moun- 
tains, took to these paths in their endeavors to seek new fields upon which 
to build their homes and rear their families. One of these led to Brownsville 

where the folks, finding it easier to float a boat than travel by foot across 
the mountains, embarked upon the Monongahela and worked their way into 
Kentucky and southern Ohio. Many stopped short at Brownsville, and thus 
the town and parish grew into what they have become today, and from which 
the clergy and mission fathers set out to do their share in the establishment 
of Western Pennsylvania. 

The other POad was a mure Northern one and led to the forks of the river 
which now is Pittsburgh. In much the same way as the development of Browns- 
ville occurred so also was St. Patrick's, Pittsburgh, developed an,d from it, 

as from St. Peter's, the priests of early days went forth to care for those Cath- 
olics scattered throughoul the area. 

Between these two ponds there was a third winch led to the Monongahela 
River at a poinl about half way between Pittsburgh and Brownsville giving 
rise to the foundation of the towns of Elizabeth and Monontrahela. as well as 

other towns along the river. Among the authorities and clergy of the Catholic 

Church these places were known as "The River .Missions." and were cared 
for, in turn, from St. Peters. Brownsville, and St. Patrick's, and St. Paul's 
Church, (at a later date St. Paul's Cathedral) Pittsburgh. That there were 
Catholics scattered along the river and in the hills even before the Revolution 
is evident from the Eacl that there were churches located in Brownsville and 
Pittsburgh. 

In his works. Monsignor A. A. Lambing as well as others gives us a record 
of Father O'Reilly of St. Paul's, afterwards St. Paul's Cathedral, visiting 
this neighborhood On Palm Sunday. 1835. Almosl all historical works noting 
this date and event conclude with the statement that Mass was offered at some 
earlier dates at some place a few miles further back from the river. It appeal's 
al this late date to be an impossibility to obtain a test-proof verification of 
these statements, but your author had the good fortune of obtaining a few 
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lends from various parishioners atfd non-Catholic neighbors, who, now advanced 
in years, still recall stories and narratives of their parents and older relatives, 
building up what is known as a tradition. 

Concerning the persist, ni rumor that ]\I;iss was said in whal is now 
Monongahela Parish. Mr. John Graham, of Victory Hill, informs us thai before 
the Revolutionary War Mass was offered in the home of the Decker Family; 
that the Decker Family was of Catholic origin, but a1 what particular date 
or by what priest the Mass was s,-ii.l he is at a loss to know. He tells us this as 
having heard some of the more elderly folks speaking of these things. On 
being questioned concerning the location of the Decker Farm. Mr. Graham 
informed OS that it extended back lip what is known as Pigeon Creek; thai 
the Deckers lost their property to the Parkinson's on the adjustment of the 
titles consequent to the running of the "Mason and Dixon Line." 

Mr. Graham's statements do enjoy some credibility, for we learn from 
the New International Encyclopc dia Vol. lo. Page 1!M). that the .Mason and 
Dixon Line was run Tor a distance of 244 miles west from the Delaware River 
during the years 17(5:! and ITfiT and continued in later years. From the writ- 
ings of J. S. Vim Voorhis, M. D., an historian of our neighborhood, .-is recorded 
in the Monongahela City Centennial and reported on page six of this hook- 
let, we learn that Abraham Decker originally laid claim to the land on which 
Monongahela is now located, but los1 the patent to Joseph Parkinson. May 11, 
ITiMi as a result of the completion of the line and the decision of the Board 

of Prop, -rlx. Had there been leSS of the intense feeling against the Catholics 
of those days and had less people feared the Parkinson group there may have 
been different and more complete records concerning the event of this earlv 
Mass. 

During the years following it is indeed a difficult matter to verify the 
many reports and statements we have received concerning the visits of the 
clergy to Monongahela. Hue of the stories told is thai Mass was offered here 
in 1816 by "Son.! Father from Pittsburgh. " As Mr. Graham's statements. 
s<> also this one. There is some ground for its confirmation, Eor we find Father 
F. X. O'Brien located at "Old St. Patrick's" at this time. Writing of Father 
O'Brien and his work in and around Pittsburgh Father Lambing in "History 
of the Catholic Church in the Diocese of Pittsburgh and Allegheny," page 40, 
adds a couple of sentences which could be used to substantiate this 1816 date, 
and we quote \\ as we find it. "Hut neither he. Father O'Brien, nor any other 
<>!' the pioneer priests confined his labors to one congregation, or even one 
county. Their mission freauently embraced a circuit of fifty, seventy I'ive. or 
even a hundred miles, whv h they traversed and ministered to as Frequently 

as circumstances permitted." 

Tie years from 1816 to 1835 though somewhat in the shadows of memory 
seem to enjoy a prreater number of and more persistent tales concerning the 

Visits of priests from Pittsburgh, and of these the one of Father Charles 

Boneventure Maguire having paid several visits to our town eannol be downed. 

There are so many references to him that aside from the written records, the 
plurality of numbers makes us feel confident thai there is much truth in this 
piece of hearsay. We ourselves so believe it that it is our intent to have more 
to say of him and his work in a later chapter. To support our credulity in this 
item we must call attention at this time to the fact that Father Maguire is 
recorded as being a very energetic and zealous priest: that he did much visit- 
ing in the area and was consumed with a desire to really build up Catholicity 
in the new country. 

Father Maguire was succeeded in the care <>i St. Paul's by the Rev. Father 

John O'Reilly mentioned by Father A. A. Lambing and of whose visit there 
seems to be more documentary evidence, dust how often he visited Mononga- 
hela is not recorded. 



19 



Concerning the Masses said in wlial has become our parish from 1835 to 
the formation of St. Michael s Parish, Elizabeth, we ask to be permitted to 
report Mr. .John Graham's statements. It appears, as Mr. (lira ham tells us. 
that priests came from Pittsburgh and said Mass once a month al tin' Shanton 

Home. This Shanton home, he tells ns was a portion of the Boyle Farms lo- 
cated on what is now Route 837. Just who these priests were was n<>i known 
by Mr. Graham, nor was he so sure about their coming from Pittsburgh or 
Prom some parish connect, d with the Pittsburgh Diocese, located perhaps closer 

than St. Paul's. Mr. Graham's report enjoys the confirmation Of Mr. Donald 
• lames rierron, a non-Catholic neighbor living in our immediate neighborhood. 

We hope it may not he too far amiss at this point to relieve the monotony 
by repeating a tale told of one of the Royles. Mr. Felix Boyle. It seems that 
the Movies and the Shantons were very neighborly and good frien 's. together 
Sharing their- homes and possessions with each other in a very charitable. fash- 
ion. During one of the winters, it so happened that both Mis. Boyle and Mrs. 
Shanton were scheduled to become mothers at the same time. To keep the 
mothers and the new hahes warm and comfortable, it was arranged thai Mrs. 
Shanton take up her confinement period with Mrs. Boyle. In due time the 
hahes arrived and on hearing of the arrival, without more ado. Mr. Felix Boyle 
set out to celehrate. During the day. he enjoyed the congratulations of his 
friends and by the time he arrived home, he was seeing things. Of course, the 
proud father went to see his new child, and as one of the mothers was granted 
the honor of having twin,s. Felix found the three babies (multiplied several 
times) resting in one crib. He grunted and fumed and hawed a hit and finally 
turned to his wife and said. •'Which of them are you going to drown.'" 
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Transfiguration Parish 

n 



With the development and growth of the coal industry in Monongahela, 
the ( at holic population increased. In time it was round advisable to establish 
a more organized parish to can* for the now growth of Catholicity in our area. 
Thus Father X. Homes of .McKeesport in 1S4f) began a tnovemenl which brought 
into being St. Michaels Church, Elizabeth, which was built and dedicated Sep- 
tember 28, 1851. '1 he new parish and the surrounding neighborhood was then 
placed as a mission under the care of St. Peter's Church, Brownsville and re- 
mained as such until the summer of I860 when the Rev. Father Thos. Quinn 
was appointed resident pastor. 

To the parish of Elizabeth was attached that of Monongahela with the 
clergy of St. Michaels visiting it every alternate Sunday. In 1865 under the 
Leadership of Father Denis Kearney, resident pastor at Klizabeth. the Catholics 
residing about this portion of the river were gathered together and set to work 

to see the election of a church of their own. The new building was started and 
on August KMh the cornerstone was set by the Most Rev. .Michael Donienec, 
then Bishop of Pittsburgh. 

Feeling that a detailed report of this public exemplification of the ritual 
of our Church may be of great interest to many of today we append a rescript 
from the Pittsburgh Catholic of August 16th, 1865, page 205, which article 

was signed by one calling himself or herself " Monongahela. ' ' 

From TIIK PITTSBURGH CATHOLIC August 1!), lSbf>. page 205: 
"Mr. Editor: August 10, lSbo was a day of which special mention will be 
made in the annals of Monongahela City. On that day the Right Rev. M. 
Domenec, Bishop of Pittsburgh, assisted by Rev. Jerome Kearney. Fat robe. 
Rev. C. V. \eeson. Braddock's Fields; Rev. Joseph Heaney, Brownsville; Rev. 
J. P. Tahaney, Washington; and Rev. Denis Kearney, Elizabeth, laid the corner- 
stone of our new church, soon io be dedicated under the title of the Transfig- 
uration. 

"From the moment the day was named on which the ceremony would be 
performed. Catholic and Protestant manitested a desire to be present on the 
occasion: the one prompted by religion, the other by curiosity. The day at 
length came, and with it torrents of rain; many feared the ceremony should 
be postponed. Yielding, however, to the will of the multitude, the Rt. Rev. 

Bishop, in his Episcopal robes, accompanied by the Rev. clergy in cassocks and 
surplices, walked in the long procession formed at the principal hotel in town, 
and in a few minutes arrived at the place where is laid the firm foundation 
of our church. This was the triumphal entry of religion into Monongahela. 
Non-Catholics appeared to think that ( atholicity would take the town by storm. 

''The Bishop ascended the platform raised for the occasion, and preached 
a long and instructive sermon, an epitome of which I clip from the Chronicle, 
of Criday. and enclose to you for reprint : 

" 'The building of a Catholic church is a great thing. It is to build a 
house for God. Tin* church is called the house of God. Cor this reason the lay- 
ing of the corner-stone of a church is accompanied with religious ceremonies 
and prayer, the object of whith is to devote from, the very beginning, this 
building to the honor and glory of God. and to implore His aid. and His bless- 
ing upon our undertaking. The Royal Prophet teaches us: " Cnless God build 
the house, in vain work those that build it." This is especially the case when 
\\< erect a building which is to be the house of God. This is also the reason 
why Catholics, though poor, arc able to spread their church all over the world. 
We do not work in vain. We beg God to aid and help us, as we will do in the 
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ceremonies of the laying of this corner-stone. "If God be with us, who shall be 
against ns?" The corner-stone of this church brings to our memories that 
Christ himself is our corner-stone. For St. Paul speaking of the first Christians 
says: "You are built upon the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets/' and 
upon the very corner-stone, which is Christ Jesus, who is at the same time 
the Divine Architect of the Catholic Church. This ceremony brings also to 
our minds that corner-stone, or rather that rock upon which Christ built His 
church, and against which the gates of Hell shall not prevail. If the Catholic 
Church had not been built upon this imperishable rock, it would have been 
destroyed hundreds, and I may say thousands of years ago. All the means 
which the world could make use of, have been exercised to destroy and annihi- 
late the Catholic Church. Has the World succeeded? No. And it will never 
succeed. If God be with us, who will be against us ? 

"The Rt. Rev. Bishop also remarked that there were many persons who 
never before witnessed the rites and ceremonies of the Catholic Church, and he 
deemed it expedient to give them some explanation. The Rt. Rev. Prelate then 
gave a beautiful explanation of the rites and ceremonies to be performed. He 
also remarked that the prayers used on the occasion were in the Latin Language, 
and, therefore, some would blame them for praying in an unknown tongue. 
But, said he, to whom do we pray? Do we not pray to God? And does not 
God understand the Latin language as well as the English language? Yet 
the using of the Latin language shows that the Catholic Church is more ancient 
than all modern languages; that before those languages were spoken the Cath- 
olic Church was in existence and thus proving that the Catholic Church is the 
true Church of Christ, for the true Church had its existence from the time of 
Christ himself. 

" 'The Rt. Rev. Bishop was listened to with the greatest attention by the 
large audience, composed alike of Catholic and Protestant. 7 

"The ceremony of laying the corner-stone now commenced. A preacher 
who stood near the Bishop came to the wise conclusion that the Roman Ritual, 
from which the service was read, was printed in an unknown tongue. The in- 
terest taken by the vast crowd in the sermon and ceremony, is best evidenced 
by the fact that they stood in mud and w T ater for nearly two hours, and when 
told all was over still lingered around the spot where, in a short time, they 
had learned so much. Our little congregation has been most kindly treated by 
the Protestant gentlemen here — they contributed sums varying from $10.00 to 
$50.00 each. 

Monongahela. ' 9 

Four months later the Church was completed and dedicated by the Bishop. 
The report of the Dedication found its way not only to the Pittsburgh Catholic 
but to several of the secular papers including the Monongahela Daily Republi- 
can. The two items are with the consent of the publishers now embodied in 
this article. 

From THE PITTSBURGH CATHOLIC, Pp. 340, 12-16-1865 

THANKSGIVING DAY 
( Communicated) 

The new church of the Transfiguration in Monongahela City was dedicated 
on Thanksgiving Day, by the Rt. Rev. M. Domenec, D. D., Bishop of Pittsburgh, 
assisted by the Rev. Denis Kearney, Elizabeth, pastor of the new congregation; 
Rev. C. V. Neeson, Braddock's Fields; and the Rev. Joseph Heaney, Browns- 
ville. 

During the last seventy years the Catholics who resided in that part of 
the valley of the Monongahela where now stands Monongahela City, frequently 
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sighed for the day on which they could kneel before an altar erected in what 
might be properly called a church. The seed sown by the Rev. Father Fram- 
baugh in 1795, Lannigan in 1799, Hilburn in 1805, O'Brien in 1810, M'Guire 
in 1819, Rafferty in 1825, Curtin in 1828, Walters in 1831, Kinalan in 1832, 
Stillenger in 1833, O'Rieley, Gallagher, Duffy, and those of more recent date, 
fell, some by the wayside, some upon a rock, some among the thorns, and a 
few grains upon good ground. The soil could not be made to produce Cath- 
olicity; the political and religious atmosphere was not congenial to it, and 
it could grow only by immigration.^ The pestilential breath of human pas- 
sions and forms of religion founded by man, withered a few of the tender 
plants which for a time gave evidence of a luxuriant crop. Altars were erected 
in the houses of private families, and around them were to be found period- 
ically the members of five or six families. The development of the vast coal 
fields in this locality brought to us, during the last two years, many 
Irish Catholics. — Private houses could no longer give the desired accom- 
modation, four months ago the corner-stone of a new church was laid, 
and the beautiful edifice since erected, was, on Thanksgiving Day, solemnly 
dedicated and registered on the long list of temples of the Living God. High 
Mass was sung by the Rev. Joseph Heaney. The choir was composed of ama- 
teur singers, and the sermon preached by the Rt. Rev. Bishop. It was truly 
a Thanksgiving Day. 

The church is sixty-two and one half feet long, thirty-six feet wide, 
twenty-one and one half feet high to the level of the side walls, and in point 
of style and comfort excells many places which can boast of only one church. 

Our Right Rev. Bishop opened for us the exercises of the Jubilee. The 
pious Catholics appreciate the opportunities offered for obtaining special 
favors and graces. Many of them have already received the Holy Sacraments. 
May we all have the grace to persevere in the good work so happily com- 
menced, and long have reason to remember Thanksgiving Day.* 

(NOTE* — It is to be deeply regretted that "Monongahela" or "M. C." whom we 
suspect to be one and the same person, did not sign their notices to the papers with 
their full name. If they had done so we would have better opporUmity to check the 
visits of the many priests listed. As it is we have been fortunate at a very late hour 
to have found a confirmation of the visit of Father F. X. O'Brien and it conies to us 
from a Miss Mary Hughes, aged 88, now of Pittsburgh, who testifies that she knew 
Father F. X. O'Brien personally and heard him speak frequently of his visits to Mo- 
nongahela and his trips from our mission to that of Saltsburg.) 



Taken from Monongahela Republican — December 14, 1865 
DEDICATION OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

On Thanksgiving Day the interesting ceremony of Dedication of the 
Transfiguration was performed in the Church of that name situated on Main 
Street in this city, nearly opposite the Methodist Parsonage. The Dedication 
of an edifice to Divine worship, at all times a source of pride and gratification 
to the congregation that many have mainly contributed to the work, was an 
instance greatly enhanced by the knowledge that the revered head of the 
Church in the Diocese of Pittsburgh, Rt. Rev. Bishop Domenec was to per- 
form the ceremony of dedication and that a sermon appropriate to the occa- 
sion was to be preached by him. The pastor of the church, Rev. Denis Kear- 
ney, under whose ministration the building constructed to worship was erected, 
left nothing undone or forgotten that might tend to render the occasion one 
of exceeding gratification in the present and of consolatory remembrance in 
the future to all his parishioners. 
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"A very fine choir occupied the organ loft. — The Misses Walker of Eliza- 
beth, with other ladies and gentlemen, undertook the direction and presented 
an attractive program of sacred music finely rendered. ' ' 

Selections from Mozart's mass in D minor 

Offertory — Quana delicta, soprano solo 

Veni Creator 

Bendictur, soprano solo, with chorus 
Te Deum 

"The ceremony of consecrating and dedicating the building having been 
performed, the Bishop, as attended before, retired to the vestry room, where 
he changed his robes, and again came upon the altar." 

"The mass was then proceeded with, the celebrant being the Rev 

assisted by Rev. Kearney, pastor of the Transfiguration. ' ' 

From a report of his researches in Washington, Pennsylvania, Mr. Joseph 
Benedict informs us that it seems the first baptism in our old church was that 
of Michael J. Maloney, who was born in Monongahela, Oct. 24, 1865 and whose 
son says he was baptized shortly after in the Church at Monongahela by 
Father Hayes with Kate Mullen as God Mother and John Boyle as God Father. 




Most Rev. John Tuigg, D. D. 
Bishop 1876 - 1889 
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Although the first church was only forty years of age it was found nec* 
essary about the year 1905 to begin serious discussion ot replacing the older 
edifice with a newer, larger and more modern house of worsnip.* Jb at her Poetz 
gave the subject much thought and arranged with Mr. donii Comes, a most 
able architect, to present tentative plans ana estimates tor a completely new 
Church. A meeting of the whole congregation was called ior Dy Fatner Poetz 
tor Sunday, May zi, 1905. With Father Poetz as chairman, me meeting dis- 
cussed the plans ottered by Mr. Comes and the cost 01 uiu new building. As 
this discussion extiausted itself a resolution was submittea by ivir. dorm omitti 
and seconded by Mr. Thos. Jierry that with the approval 01 r>isnop (Jaiievm 
a building committee of three be organized, one member to be appointed by 
r atner Poetz, a second by tlie regular Church committee and a tmrd by tins 
body now meeting as representative 01 the parish. Mr. das. iviiuveniii, was 
chosen by Father foetz, the Uhurch Committee selected Mr. donn Pepka and 
the meeting voted Mr. Joseph noth. 

The resolution also carried a section concerning the cost of the proposed 
work and restricted the r>undmg Committee so that then- pians wotud 1101 
involve an expenditure of more than $35,000.00 not including tne lurniture. 

The first meeting of this new Building Committee was neld in the paroch- 
ial residence, ihursaay, June 1, 190D, at which time the nev. Fatner Poetz 
was elected Chairman and Mr. James Muivehili w r as given tne position ot Sec- 
retary. At a subsequent meeting on Sunday, June 4th, the plans of Mr. Comes 
were accepted. The contract being let Juiy 9th to the Van Kirk Lumber Co. 
ot Washington, Pennsylvania, for the sum of $29,146.00, on the motion of Mr. 
Pred Anton, seconded by Mr. Patrick Carrol, of the congregation meeting held 
that Sunday afternoon at 4 p. m. 

At a meeting six months later, Nov. 19, 1905, the resignation of Mr. Mulvi- 
hill from the r>mldmg Committee was accepted on the motion of Mr. John 
Pepka, seconded by Mr. Roth, Mr. Gerald H. O'Leary was then appointed 
by Father Poetz and accepted by the committee on the motion of Mr. Roth, 
seconded by Mr. Pepka. 

Concerning the placing of the corner-stone we shall be phased to tran- 
scribe the notice appearing in the Pittsburgh Catholic, June Y, 1906, Page 12. 
MONONGAHELA CITY, Transfiguration— 

"The corner-stone of the new 7 church was laid with appropriate ceremonies 
Wednesday afternoon, May 30. The celebrant of the occasion was the Rt. Rev. 
Monsignor Joseph Suehr, and he was assisted by the following clergy from 
the surrounding towns, Rev. C. J. Steppling of Donora; Rev. Robert Mc- 
Donald of Braddock; the Rev. William McMullen of St. Paul's Apostoiate, 
Pittsburgh; Very Rev. herthold Lauzau, O. C. C, prior of the Trinity Church, 
Center Ave., Pittsburgh; Rev. P. Neomoski, Syrian Aposlolate missionary, 
Pittsburgh; Rev. T. B. Kenna of Uniontown ; Rev. E. J. Murphy of Dunbar; 
Rev. Bonaventure Piscopo of Sharpsburg; Rev. Francis Keaiie, Sacred Heart, 
Pittsburgh; Rev. William Pries, Charleroi; Rev. William Cunningham, LLD., 
Turtle Creek; Rev. J. J. Brennan, Carnegie, and Rev. Vincent J. Poetz. Pre- 
ceeding the exercises a short parade was held, the various organizations formed 
at Main and Seconal Streets. The mayor and city councils, in carriages, had 
the right of the line, the route of the parade being through the principal 
streets. 

(*This in spite of the fact that in July 1902 the parish of St. Charles, Donora was 
formed and cut off from Transfiguration Parish.) 
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The interior furnishings of the church were not designed by the archi- 
tect, Mr. Comes, but were purchased from the T. P. Phillips Company of 
Dubuque, Iowa, at an additional cost of $3,780.00. These furnishings consist of 
the Main Altar and two side Altars together with the communion railing, the 
pews, the confessionals, the guard rail about the balcony, the pulpit and a 
Vestment Case in the sacristy. 

Concerning the completion and dedication of the new church we hope we 
may be permitted to again quote from the Pittsburgh Catholic, this time from 
the issue of Feb. 27, 1908. 



AN IMPOSING DEDICATION 



"The new church of the Transfiguration, recently erected by the con- 
gregation of Monongahela, was dedicated; Sunday, February 23, to the worship 
of the Almighty God. The day was anything but ideal for such an occasion, 
the weather being blustery and stormy, but in spite of these conditions, large 
congregations assembled both morning and evening. The Rt. Rev. Bishop, 
accompanied by Mgr. Kittell, chancellor, and Mgr. Suehr, V. G., together with 
other priests of the diocese, arrived Saturday evening previous, and were 
guests at the pastor's pastoral residence. 

"The dedication exercises began shortly after 10:00 o'clock Sunday morn- 
ing, when the Rt. Rev. Bishop, attended by Rev. Vincent Masselli, pastor of 
St. Anthony's Church, as master of ceremonies, Rev. C. J. Poetz, pastor of 
Transfiguration church and all the visiting clergy passed around the edifice 
and dedicated and blessed the church. The .doors of the auditorium were 
opened shortly after, and the church was almost filled by a waiting and ex- 
pectant congregation. 

"The services began with but little delay; the organ pealed forth the pro- 
cessional, and the choir boys led by the pastor passed up the center aisle to 
the altar. Solemn High Mass was celebrated by the Rev. Father Walsh, a 
former pastor of the church, with Rev. Berthold Lauzau, O. C. C, prior of 
the Carmelite Fathers, as deacon, and. Rev. Vincent J. Poetz, of St. Luke's 
congregation, Carnegie, as sub-deacon. 

"At the conclusion of the Mass, Father Poetz introduced Rt. Rev. Mgr. 
Suehr, who preached the sermon at the corner-stone laying of the church, 
May 30, 1906, and who delivered the dedicatory sermon. 

"In opening his address he congratulated the pastor and the people of the 
parish upon the material and spiritual work which was in evidence in the 
consecration of the beautiful building which they occupied for the first time 
today. He assured them it was a matter of joy and thanksgiving to the Bishop 
that the congregation had prospered so well and so materially. 

"In the evening, at the confirmation services, a larger congregation than 
that of the morning, assembled to witness the rite to a large class of boys and 
girls. The Rt. Rev. Bishop confirmed the class, at the conclusion of which he 
delivered the sermon, calling attention to the meaning of confirmation as 
taught by the Catholic Church. 

"The new church is a fine example of Gothic architecture, and is not only 
a triumph for the architect and builder's art, but a monument to the enterprise 
and the progressive spirit of the Rev. Father Poetz and the members of his 
congregation. ' ' 
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From our registers we learn that the first Baptism in the new church was 
on the same day as its dedication and Father Poetz administered the Sacra- 
ment to three children, the first being recorded, that of Mary Blanch Provost, 
daughter of James Provost of Mingo, and Mary Savillott ; the second child was 
Mary Agnes Spainhour, child of David Spainhour of New Eagle and Lillian 
Ambuchon. The third was a boy, James Leonard Burns, son of Charles Burns 
of Black Diamond and bis wife, Edith Hennesy. 

The first Marriage was solemnized Feb. 26, 1908 being that of Adam Zewe 
of Moijongahela an<d Mary Carroll of Mingo, with John Carroll and Barbara 
Zewe being witnesses. 




Rev. Father Charles Boneventure Maguire 
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Our New Church 



THE CHURCH AND THE ARCHITECT 

LEO A. McMULLEN, LL.D. 
of Comes and McMullen, Architects 

At the close of the last century, the Ecclesiastical Arts were in a deplor- 
able condition, as far as taste was concerned, for good design was practically 
non-existent. While in the Old World, the Arts still held their traditional place 
as the handmaids of Religion, in America the tradition was broken or for- 
gotten; so that churches and other ecclesiastical buildings erected prior to 
Nineteen Hundred, almost universally set forth cither a barren exhibition of 
unintelligent design, or attempted to cover up bad design with a vulgar dis- 
play of misplaced ornament. In most cases a building was judged, not by 
the purity and chasteness of its design, but by the extravagance of ostentatious 
decorative features, which in many instances caused the structure to fairly 
groan under their weight. 

The beginning of the present century witnessed the inception of a fev- 
erish activity in the erection of churches; which was to endure with some few 
interruptions for thirty years. Fortunately, this activity in ecclesiastical 
building, gave an opportunity to men of talent, to devote their attention 
exclusively to correcting the sad state of affairs which ha 1 hitherto existed. 
The Diocese of Pittsburgh was favored in having such a man at hand, to make 
the designing of churches and schools his life work. 

John T. Comes established himself in the practice of Architecture about 
Nineteen Hundred Two, and immediately threw all the energy that was his, 
into the task of restoring to the Church in a vital and living form, the Arts, 
which were her heritage. Of a deeply religious nature, this work took on m 
his mind the aspect of a great religious Crusade; to which he henceforth 
devoted his life sincerely and conscientiously. Not alone by works did he ad- 
vance the cause for which he labored so successfully, but by writing, argu- 
ment, the lecture platform, and by every means at his command, he un- 
ceasingly spread the gospel of good design to all who were willing to listen ; 
and even went far afield to batter down the opposition of those who were ad- 
dicted to the bad taste then prevalent; and there was much opposition on the 
part of those, the horizon of whose appreciation of the Arts was hemmed in 
by the examples of vicious design to be seen everywhere, not only in religious 
structures, but in secular buildings as well. However, Comes was a man of 
Indomitable courage, and he overcame all obstacles by an enthusiasm, the 
roots of which were grounded in a fervent and practical Catholicity. 

His span of life was short, for he passed to his eternal reward in his ma- 
turity at the age of forty-nine; but in the short time that was granted him, 
his works multiplied like the Scriptural mustard seed, and in this Diocese there 
are lew cities and towns of any size that do not possess at least one example 
designed by him. Not only this, but once he had gained a foothold in this ter- 
ritory, his fame spread rapidly ; so that we find all over the country, here 
and there, works that fairly outnumber those in our own Diocese. 

There is something inspiring about the early efforts of such i man. dur- 
ing which time he is endeavoring to produce works which will serve as exam- 
ples to convince men of the truth of his arguments. This period in the life of 
a genius may be compared to the beauty of the slowly unfolding bud, before 
it has burst into the magnificence of the fully developed flower. In the 
Church of the Transfiguration, we have an outstanding example of this 
phase of the life of Comes. Looking at the structure, one catches a reflection 
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of the character of the man, putting his whole energy into the production of 
a design which should form a great contrast with the tasteless and inartistic 
productions then currently in vogue. Built of modest materials handled in a 
masterly manner, this church is a fine essay in the Gothic style ; bold, vigorous, 
and distinguished in design; proclaiming to all the world its worthiness to 
bear aloft the Symbol of Salvation marking it as the dwelling place of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

The interior of the church, simple as it is, ranks with the best works of 
Comes. A lofty nave, with the roof supported by wooden trusses, carried on 
brick piers; between which are found plastered wall panels in which the win- 
dows are set, presents an ensemble that is dignified and religious; furnishing 
an atmosphere wherein the cares of the busy world slip easily from our shoul- 
ders, and leave us free to commune with our Friend in the Tabernacle. And 
in the final analysis, this is the test of good church design. 

True success in the field of Church Architecture cannot be attained 
through personal ambition. It can be reached only by putting aside worldly 
vanity and devoting all one's talents to the greater honor and glory of God. 
This in truth was always the goal toward which Mr. Comes worked, and his 
enthusiasm was contagious, making itself felt down to the humblest laborer 
on the job; inspiring everyone with the consciousness that the structure he 
was working on was not merely another building, but a habitation for the 
King of Kings. 

Leo A. McMullen, LL. D. 

In all justice to Mr. Comes we must record at this point that the Altars 
and interior furnishings are not the work of this great artist and architect 
but rather the purchases from the catalogues of the T. F. Phillips Company 
of Dubuque, Iowa. The main altar was purchased from design No. 10529 of 
their altar catalogue while the side altars are from design No. 10807. The 
massive Pulpit is from design No. 10200. These together with the confessionals 
and pews were all selected from the catalogue at a cost of $3,780.00. 

It is an irreparable loss that such an artist as Mr. Comes was not per- 
mitted to design at least our Main Altar in proportion and in keeping with 
the design of our beautiful church edifice. 
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Our School 



The Catholic Church by virtue of her Divine Charter " Going, teach ye all 
nations' ' is essentially a teaching organization. Primarily she is instituted 
for a two fold purpose, to dispense the means of salvation and to teach the 
truths which are necessary for salvation. 

Truths which are not of their nature purely spiritual, truths of science, 
of history, of culture, in a word profane learning, enter into the curriculum 
by the force of circumstances. Of these circumstances the most outstanding 
are those in which the church fears grave danger to faith and morals and 
those arising from the recognized principles of Christian Pedagogy. Since 
Religion is the supreme co-ordinating principle of life and all its activity 
and relationships, it must follow that it is a mistake to exclude from the train- 
ing of youth, even in the so called secular branches of knowledge, that one 
thing necessary for a truly Christian life, the teaching of Christ's Religion. 
With this before her the Church assumes the task of teaching the secular 
branches in such a way that religion is the centralizing, unifying, and vitaliz- 
ing force in the educational process. With these principles before her and 
with the experience of ages behind her the Church then establishes under her 
own control schools which are called Catholic. 

The history of Catholic Education, or Education in which the principles 
of Religion are so intimatelv related to the secular branches, dates far back 
into the early days of the Church. Thus we find there were schools in the 
first and second centuries which were called Catechetical Schools. They were 
brought into being through the conflict between Christianity and pagan philoso- 
phy. In later centuries the Catechetical Schools became to be known as Monas- 
tic Schools which were protests asrainst the corrupt pa^an standards which 
had besrun to influence not only the public life of Christians but also their 
private lives. As e^rly as 742 we find the Bishop of Metz organizing the 
elergy attached to the cathedral so that thev undertake and conduct the man- 
agement of the schools attached to their churches. The story of the Chantry 
Schools, Guild Schools, Hospital Schools of the thirteenth and fourteenth 
centuries, though very interesting and instructive, would take up too much 
time and space for an article such as this, but we can not pass without call- 
ing attention to the attitude of the American Catholic Clergy and Hierarchy. 

From its very beginning in America the Church in America has been 
most consistent with the traditions of earlier davs At first Bishop Carroll, in 
the days following the Revolution entertained the hope that the Catholics and 
the non-Catholics might be able to unite in building up a system of education 
that would be mutually satisfactory to both from a religious point of view. 
He soon realized that his hope was futile and after the First Catholic Synod, 
1792, he addressed a pastoral to all the Catholics of the country in which he 
emphasized the necessity of a "pious and Catholic education of the young." 
Tli is was followed by the formation of separate Catholic schools. 

The First Plenary Council of Baltimore, 1829, declared "We judge it 
absolutely necessary that schools should be established in which the young 
may be taught the principles of Faith and Morality while being instructed in 
the letters. 
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The Third Plenary Council of Baltimore, 1884, issued a decree t hat a 
School he erected within the nexl i wo years in every parish. 

Bishop Canevin, Bishop of Pittsburgh, of whom many of us have happy 

recollections was very solicitous about the parochial schools and placed obli- 
gations upon confessors concerning those who neglected or refused to send 
their children to ihe Catholic School. Our presenl Bishop has been most care- 
ful to see to it that every Catholic child receive nol only religious education 

in the primary grades but that this education be carried into the high schools 

and even into Ihe college courses. 

Realizing their obligation of affording a Catholic education to their chil- 
dren, true to the traditions of their Faith and led by their pastor, Father 
D. J. Walsh, successor to Father Port/, the membership of the Transfiguration 
Church nicl on dune L8th, 1011. and in spite of Ihe fact that they had so 

recently erected «-i new church, boughl land for a cemetery, had just pur- 
chased Dr. Dank's properly, elected to borrow and expend an additional 
s7 000.00 to so remodel the old church that it may be used as a school. 

AVork was started on the old church and the new school was ready for 
classes al the opening of the school term, September, 1912. 

'Idle task of teaching the children was delegated to the Sisters of Si. Jos- 
eph from Baden, Pennsylvania, and for over a quarter of a century they have 
exerted most conscientious care of those entrusted to them, By word and by 
example they have inculcated a sense of relationship between God and man 
and between man and man. Their vow of obedience assists them to teach and 
to demonstrate the beauty and the value of respect for lawfully constituted 
authority, a crying nce l of our present age. 
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Our Vestments 



The priest, in saying Mass, represents the person of Christ, who is the 
high-priest of the new law, and the Mass itself represents his passion; the 
vest incuts, represent those with which Christ was ignoniiniously clot lied at 
the time of his passion. Thus, for instance, the Amice represents the rag or 
clout with which the Jews muffled our Savior's face, when at every blow 
they bid him prophesy who it was that struck him. St. Luke xxii 64. The 
Alb represents the \\hit<' garmenl with which he was vested by Herod. The 
Girdle, .Maniple, and Stole, represent the cords and bands with which he was 
hound in the different stages of his passion. The Chasuble, or outward vestment, 
represents the purple garment with which he was clothed as a mock king; 
upon the hack of which there is a cross, to represent that which Christ bore 
on his sacred shoulders. Lastly, The priest's Tonsure, or crown, is to repre- 
sent the crown of thorns which our Savior wore. Moreover, as in the old law, 
the priests that were to officiate in sacred functions had, by the appointment 
of God, vestments assigned for that purpose, as well for the greater dignity 
and solemnity of tin divine worship, as to signify and represent (he virtues 
which (rod required of his ministers, so it was proper, that in the Church of 
the New Testament, Christ's ministers should, in their sacred functions, be 
distinguished from the laity by their sacred vestments, which might also rep- 
resent the virtues which God requires in them: thus the Amice, which is first 
put upon the head, represents divine hope, which the Apostle calls the helmet 
of salvation; the Alb, innocence of life; the Girdle (with which the loins are 
begirt), purity and patient-suffering, the labors of this mortal life; the Stole, 
tli" sweet yoke of Christ to be born' 1 in this life, in order to obtain a happy 
immortality in the next: in fine, the Chasuble, which as uppermost, covers 
all the rest, the virtue of charitv. 

In these vestments the Church makes use of five colors, the white, on the 
feast of our Lord, of the blessed Virgin, of the Angels, and of the Saints that 
were not martyrs: the red, on the feast of Pentecost, of the Invention and 
Exaltation of the Cross, and of the Apostles and Martyrs: the green, on the 
greater part of the Sundays: Hie violet, in the penitential times of Advent 
and lent, and upon Vigils ami Emberdavs; and the black upon Good-Friday, 
and in the Masses for the dead. 

("Manual of the Holy Catholic Church") 

Though there are a few pieces missing. Transfiguration Parish has almost 
a complete collection of vestments for the ceremonies of the chinch. The 
present pastor soon after his arrival in our midst set about to show honor and 
respect to the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass by obtaining becoming vestments. 
With the aid of the Catholic Daughters who guarranteed the purchase of 
our good purple- set at one hundred and twenty dollars and a general collec- 
tion which totaled ^60. 00 and with monies from the treasury the new Green. 
Bed, and Black vestments were obtained in 10:56 and 11W7. On the occasion 
of our Diamond Jubilee the pastor gives over to the parish the While Vestments 
together with the Dalmatics, Cope and numeral Veil which he obtained for 
his silver jubilee in 1935. 
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Our Organ 



The Pipe Organ in Transfiguration Church was purchased by Rev. Father 
K it l ick iu 1924, price paid was $3,740.00. 

The Pipe Organ was built by the Tellers-Kent Organ Co., of Erie, Pa., 
il is in an oak ease, divided with half on either side of the Choir balcony, with 
Console at front of balcony. 

The .iction of the organ is electro-pneumatic, wind furnished by an elec- 
t lie driven pressure blower and organ magne! current furnished by ;m electric 
transformer, all wiring is cabled and concealed in damp proof coverings. 

The organ has three divisions, The Great Organ, Swell Organ and Pedal 
Organ; the Great and Pedal Organs are m case at right of Console, the Swell 
Organ is in ease at left of Console, the electric blower and transformer are in 
tower room at left of Console. 

The Great Organ consists of four speaking stops, eacli stop having 73 
speaking pipes, The Swell Organ lias five speaking stops of 73 pipes for each 
stop and the Pedal Organ has one full stop of 16' pitch with 32 pipes. 

The Swell Organ, is enclosed in a heavy wooden Swell Box, equipped with 
shutters that are electro-pneuniatieally controlled from a pedal shoe in Console, 
so that the organist may open or close them at will for either loud or soft 
playing. 

The organ is also equipped with a Diminuendo and Crescendo Pedal, 
which controls the speaking stops, so that stops may be brought on or off 
with just a motion of the foot. 

The stops of this organ are especially designed for the Church Service, 
and although not a large instrument it is complete in every department of 
lone needed for ( 'hurch music. 

Contributed by 

J. A. DAHLSTBDT SONS 
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REV. FATHER CHARLES POETZ 
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Our Properties 



To bring the record of our parish to a more complete story, Mr. Joseph 
Benedict, a member of the parish, was commissioned to cause a research of 
the records at the Washington? County Seat, concerning the deeds by virtue 
of which we hold the different pieces of property involved in our parochial 
work. 

We extend to Mr. Benedict our mosi grateful sentiments for this record 
because we feel it to be of much interest to the members of the parish and to 
their children and thai it will be so for years yel to come. 

The report of Mr. Benedict to our pastor is herewith published m its 
original form. 

November 4, 1940. 

Rev. Chas. P. Gwyer, 
722 YY. Main street, 
Monongahela, Pa. 

Dear Father: 

In regard to our conversation relative to the properties of the Transfig- 
uration Church, I submit the following data: 

As to the Boyle Cemetery : 

A deed dated January 26. 1883, and recorded in Recorder's Office ot 
Washington County in Deed Hook 5-W, page 507. Rebecca Boyle, Felix Boyle, 
Jr. and Mary Ann Boyle, his wife, Zekhemiah Boyle, (all of Coal Center, 
Washington County, Pennsylvania) and Frank MeGurgan and Annie MeUur- 
gan, his wife, (of Waynesburg, Greene County, Pennsylvania) conveyed to 
the Right Reverend J. Tuigg, Bishop of Pittsburgh, in Trust Eor the Transfig- 
uration Church of Monongahela City: All that certain tract of land in Carroll 
Township, Washington County, Pennsylvania. Beginning on the South side 
of a public road and adjacent to the lands of Boyle, (description more com- 
plete in deed). 144 perches including a road — provided that the same be used 
as i 1 burial place or cemetery" for the said Church. The use of the road 
reserved to the grantors. The consideration in the said deed was $1.00, "and 
feeling an interest in the welfare of" Transfiguration Church. 

As to Sainl .Mary 's ( lemeto ry : 

A deed dated November 17, lSSf>, and recorded in Recorder's Office of 
Washington County in Deed Book, Vol. 133. page 373. Thomas AV. Williams 
and Mary F. Williams, his wife, conveyed to the Right Reverend Tuigg, Bishop 
of Pittsburgh : All that certain tract of land in Monongahela City, Washington 
County, Pennsylvania, beginning at a point on the line of the Monongahela- 
Brownsville Road. Containing three acres. Consideration $625.00. (More de- 
tailed description given in deed). 

As to the Calvary Cemetery : 

A deed dated December 22, 1910, and recorded in Recorder's Office of 
Washington County in Deed Book, Vol. 384, page 27. J. Donald Gibson, and 
wife, conveyed to the Right Reverend Regis Canevin, Roman Catholic Bishop 
of Pittsburgh, in Trust for the Transfiguration Roman Catholic congregation, 
a tract of land in Carroll Township, Washington County, Pennsylvania. Con- 
taining 15.03 acres. (More detailed description given in deed). Consideration 
$3,006.00. 
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As to the Convent: 

A deed dated April 1, 1911, recorded in tin- Recorder's Office <>f Wash- 
ington County, in Deed Book, Vol. 383, page 338. John b. Lank conveyed to 
the Right Reverend Regis Canevin, Roman Catholic Bishop of Pittsburgh, in 
Trust for the Transfiguration Roman Catholic congregation, all thai certain 
lot in Third Ward of Monongahela City, Washington County, Pennsylvania. 
Beginning at the Northeast corner of Chess and Eightb Streets. Size 1<><> Eeel 
x 40 feet. (Fronts 100 feet on Chess Street). (More detailed description given 
in deed i . ( lonsideratioo *~>.000. 

As to the property on which the Church, School and Parish House are Located: 

A deed dated June 2, 1876, and recorded in the Recorder's Office of 
Washington County, in Deed Boob Vol. 5-E, page 378. Rev. Denis Kearney 
to Right Reverend John Tuigg. All those two certain lots of ground situate in 
( !a rroll Township, Washington County, Pennsylvania, being lots numbered 
58 and 59 in the Lockhart Plan of Lots. Fronting 50 feet on Main Street and 
preserving the even width of 50 feet a distance of 180 feet to Chess Street. 
( onsideration .$1.00. 

If there is any further information which you desire. I will he very glad 
to render same to you. 

Respectfully yours, 

.Jos.' J. BENEDICT, Atty. 
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Our Bishops 



During the time of our parish we have been guided by the zealous work 
of five different bishops, and we gather our information of them from the 
Supplement ol the Pittsburgh Catholic, L918. 

RT. REV. MK IIAKL Do.MKXEC, J). I). 
1860 - 1876 

"Rt. Rev. Michael Domenec, l>. D., succeeded to the bishopric Left vacanl 
by the resignation of Dr. O'Connor. Al the time of his selection he was pastor 
of the church of St. Vincent de Paul, German town. Pa., lie was born at Ruez, 
Tarragona, Spain, in 1816. At an early age he entered the Lazarist Seminary 
ai Paris, and subsequently entered the order. In 1838 he came t<> this country 
aivl on June 2!>. 1839, he was ordained at the Seminary of Lh< Barrens, .Miss- 
ouri. For some time he acted as professor at the seminary, when he was senl 
to take charge of the diocesan seminary at Philadelphia; in connection with 
this work he acted as pastor at Germantown, where he built a fine church. 
Thence he came to Pittsburgh as its second Bishop, lie was consecrated in St. 
Paul's Cathedral, December !). I860, and entered upon Ins new duties with a 
zeal and activity the effects of which were soon evident all over the diocese in 
new churches, schools, hospitals and asylums for the sick and poor. He brought 
the Little Sisters of the Poor and the Sisters of the Good Shepherd into the 
diocese. 

During the Civil War, Bishop Domenec was entrusted by the United 
States government with a mission to Spain, which, it was heard, was on the 
point of recognizing the Southern Confederacy. This mission be discharged 
with great success. At the invitation of the Pope he was present in Rome at 
the canonization of the Japanese martyrs. One ol his visits to Koine was in 
order to be present at the great Vatican Council in 1861). His next visit to 
the Eternal City was made in 1875, its object being the division of the diocese 
of Pittsburgh, the new see of Allegheny being erected. On January 11, 1876, 
Bishop Domenec was iransferred to the new see. In July in the following 
year, he resigned the see of Allegheny and retired to his native land where 
he died at Tarragona on January ~>. 1878. 

Little thought Michael Domenec, when at the age of 15 years he bade 
farewell to his mother on his departure to enter on his studies for the altar, 
that he woul/1 return at the age of three score and three years to shed a tear 
over her grave and lay his weary limbs to rest at her side. Such were the 
unsearchable ways of Providence. At the month's mind held in St. Peter's, 
then the pro-Cathedral of the Allegheny diocese, Father Richard Phelan 
preached the sermon, and in eloquent language and fitting terms portrayed 
the zeal and labors of the deceased and the many claims he had acquired to 
the pious prayers and grateful remembrance of the faithful. 



RT. REV. JOHN TU1GG, D. D. 
1876 - 1889 

"Rt. Rev. John Tuigg, 1). !>., third Bishop of the diocese was a dative of 
County Cork, Ireland, where he was born, February 19, 1821. Coming to mis 
country he entered St. Michael's Seminary. Pittsburgh, and was ordained by 
Bishop O'Connor on the 14th of May, 1850. His first duties were at the Ca- 
thedral as assistant and chancellor. In 1851 he organized the parish of St. 
Uridget and i>uilt iis First church. Me was then entrusted with the important 
mission of Altoona, where monuments of his pastoral zeal and energy exist 
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.Most REV. RICHARD PHELAN, I). I). 
Bishop 1889 - L903 
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ill the shape of a church, convent and schools. In I860 he was appointed vicar 
forane for the eastern portion of the diocese, and seven years later was called 
upon to fill the vacant see of Pittsburgh. He was consecrated on the 19th of 
March 1876. The ceremony took place in the Cathedral church. 

The Bishop found an arduous task before him. The division of the diocese 
forming that of Allegheny and Pittsburgh, was followed by disputes, mistrust 
and litigations, which did violence to the peace and charity which had hitherto 
blessed the diocese. The contention and disorder ended only with the suppres- 
sion of the see of Allegheny an»d the reunion of the two dioceses as though no 
division had taken place. In the year 1883, Bishop Tuigg was stricken with 
paralysis and died December 7, 1889. The lit. Rev. Bishop Phelan, who had 
now become by his right of succession the titular Bishop of the diocese was 
celebrant of the pontifical requiem Mass. Rt. Rev. Bishop Mullen, of Erie, 
preached the funeral sermon. His remains rest in the Catholic cemetery of St. 
Johl) 's in Altoona. 



RT. REV. RICHARD PH ELAN, I). I). 
1889 - 11)04 

4 'The fourth Bishop of the diocese was the Rt. Rev. Richard Phelan, 
a native of Ireland, born •January 1, 1828. He was the oldest of nine children, 
of whom four came to America. When Bishop O'Connor applied to St. Klcran's 
for students, Richard Phelan cast his lot with the diocese of Pittsburgh. Com- 
ing to America in •January, ISoO, he resumed his studies in the old seminary 
of St. Michael's, situated near the place where St. .Michael's church now stands 
in South Pittsburgh. In September, 1851, he went to St. Marx 's Seminary, 
Baltimore. He was ordained in Pittsburgh by Bishop O'Connor, May 4, 1854. 
Father Phelan held the responsible position of Vicar General until his conse- 
cration, August 2, 1855, as coadjutor with right of succession to Rt. Rev. J. 
Tuigg who, on account of sickness, could no longer perform the duties of his 
office. He succeeded as Bishop to the united dioceses of Pittsburgh and Alle- 
gheny, December 7, 1889. By a bull, dated July 1, 1889, the see of Allegheny 
was totally suppressed and the diocese of Pittsburgh to embrace the territory 
of what had been the two dioceses, as though no division had ever taken place. 
In May. 1901, the counties of Cambria, Blair, Bedford. Huntingdon and Som- 
erset were taken from the diocese of Pittsburgh to form the diocese of Altoona. 

The administration of Bishop Pin lan was a remarkably successful one. 
lie was a man of prudent zeal and extraordinary business ability. At his death, 
which occurred December 20, 1904, at St. Pauls Orphan Asylum, I ilewood, 
he was at the head of a diocese which in organization, in the personnel of its 
clergy and its adequate equipment for the needs of its people was second to 
none in the United States. It was the privilege of The Catholic in its golden 
jubilee number of the Bishop's ordination, issued May 5, 11)04, to spread liiis 
story in full before its readers. It was the life story of a man who as priest 
and Bishop built up and was identified with the wondrous growth of the 
Catholic Church in the diocese of Pittsburgh, a history that was a bright and 
stainless one, of which it might well be truly said in the summing of its results, 
a day of sunshine; in whose labors there was not fatigue but buoyant health, 
so wholesome and salutary had all things worked in a wholesome fruition. In 
the fulness of honored years his mission completed, Bishop Phelan rests in 
hallowed peace in the priests' lot in St. Mary's cemetery, and his memory is in 
blessing. A monument of his zeal is the new Cathedral church of St. Paul, and 
its history in the auspicious future will ever be linked with his name and asso- 
ciated in his remembrance. 



43 



t 



I 



. JOHN FRANCIS Et. CANEVIN 
Hishop 1903 - 1929 



RT. REV. JOHN FRANCIS REGIS CANE V I N. I). D. 
1904 - 1920 



Rt. Rev. John Francis Canevin, D. D., the fifth bishop of the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh, was born in Westmoreland County, near St. Vincent's College 
Campos, June 5, 1853. Tie was educated in St. Vincent's College and Seminary 
and ordained priesl in St. Paul's Cathedral. June 4, 1879. His first assign- 
ment was that of an assistant al St. Mary's church, Forty-Sixth Street, Pitts- 
burgh when* he remained two years, then being appointed assistant at the 
Cathedral for a period of five years. Tn 1886 he was given charge of St. 
Paul's orphan asylum, the state reformatory school at Morganza and the West- 
ern Penitentiary, tocher with a mission at Canousburg. In June 1891 he 
was appointed chancellor of the diocese and in 1893 he was assigned as pastor 
to St. Phillips. Craft on where he remained two years until he returned to the 
cathedral as its rector. 

Tn the year 1902. Bishop Phelan recognized that he needed a co-ad jutor. 
The grace and honor of the high position came to Father Canevin unsolicited. 
Tie accepted it with it's onerous care and responsibility as a dutv to be ac- 
eepted and filled. Mis a»>nointment met the most cordial approbation of Bishon 
Phelan and the clergv. Monday. Feb. 9. 1903 the official briefs were received 
in Pittsburgh from Rome and Father Canevin was consecrated Bishop, Tues- 
day. Feb. 24, 1903. 

Bishop Canevin received from his predecessor the care and burden of 
completing the new cathedral. TTow well he discharged his duty was witnessed 
in the glorious consecration of that church, which was to be the seat of his 
official authority. 

Bishop Canevin resigned his see, Nov. 26, 1920 and as a token of the ap- 
preciation in which he was held at Pome he was raised to the dignilv of being 
an Arch-Bishop and appointed titular archbishop of Pelusium. January 9, 
1921 lie spent the remaining days of his life in retirement and died March 
22, 1927, and buried in St. Mary Cemetery, Pittsburgh. 



Most REV. B. C. BOYLE, D. D. 
1921 

Right Rev. Hugh C. Boyle, the present bishop of the Diocese of Pittsburgh, 
was horn in Cambria Borough (known to the old timers as Cambria City), 
now the Fifthteenth ward of the city of Johnstown, on October 8, 1878. His 
parents were both natives of Ireland, his father having been born in County 
Donegal, and his mother, nee Anna Keelan. was born in County Monaghan. 
but emigrated to America in 1867, and in February, 1871. was united in mar- 
riage to Charles Boyle by the late Rev. Father Peter M. Garvey. a former 
pastor of Transfiguration, then pastor of St. John Gualbert's Church, on 
Jackson Street, afterwards destroyed in the flood of May 31, 1889, in which 
church the marriage took place. 

TTugh C. "Boyle is the eldest son, and the second child of this marriage, the 
eldest, a girl, another girl and two boys having died in youth. 

Charles Boyle, the father, was a prosperous merchant of Cambria City, 
and as both parents were devout Catholics, the education and religious train- 
ing of their children, (after their own salvation, and as a prerequisite to thai 
end) was the principal object of their lives; an^l their children were early sent 
to school, first to the public schools and afterwards to St. John Gualbert's 
parochial school, then taught by Sisters of Charity. 
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Hugh Boyle, having early expressed a desire to devote his life to the 
service of God in the priesthood, was in his fourteenth year when sent to St. 
Vincent's College, Beatty, Pa., where he finished his classical studies and took 
his theological course. 

Hugh C. Boyle was pursuing his studies at St. Vincent's, when the terri- 
ble calamity befell the Boyle family in the disaster known as the Johnstown 
flood, of May 'H, 1889. Along with more than 2.200 others, were swept to death 
his father, four younger brothers and three sisters. But two of the family, 
his mother and brother, Michael J. Boyle, now of Johnstown, miraculously 
escaped, having float d on some debris for a distance of 20 miles to a point 
at Bolivar. 

Hugh Boyle's scholastic career was noted for intense application to study, 
and his love of athletic sports, in the latter of which he excelled. It is a notable 
fact; that most of those who in later life have achieved success have done so 
rather by hard application to study and by a steady and persistent purpose to 
suueceed, rather than by unusual natural talents. 

Having completed his theological course with marked honors, Hugh C. 
Boyle was ordained to the priesthood by "Right Rev. Richard Phelan, Bishop 
of Pittsburgh, July 2. 1808. and said his first Mass in St. Columba s Church, 
in the Fourteenth ward. Johnstown, on the following Sunday. Of this ]\lass 
the Johnstown "Tribune", in a notice of the appointment of Bishop Boyle, 
says: "Auspicious as w;is this first TToly ]\I;iss of the newly ordained priest, 
it was saddened with the reflection that his beloved father and seven brothers 
and sisters were not present. They had perished in the awful disaster of the 
Johnstown Flood, whilst he was at St. Vincent's." 

Father Boyle's first duties were as assistant to St. Thomas' Church, Ash- 
ville. Cambria County, subsequently, in a short time, being removed to be as 
sisfant at St. Aloysius Church, Wilmerding, and afterwards at the Cathedral, 
and as secretary to the Bishop. For years he was superintend! nt of the parochial 
schools of the diocese*. He was a delegate to the Bucharistic Congress in 
Fiance in 1914. and was at Lourdes, France, when the war broke out. He 
twice visited Ireland, on one occasion having been accompanied by his mother. 
On November 26, 1916. he succeeded Rev. Father John Bullion, who had re- 
cently died, as the irremovable rector of St. Mary Magdalen's Church in 
Homestead. 

FROM THE PITTSBURGH CATHOLIC 
Consecration Number, June 30, 1921 

Bishop Boyle brought to the episcopal see many qualities which have stood 
him in good stead. Being humble himself he has that admirable quality of 
being able to understand and appreciate the trials and difficulties of the most 
humble and this joined to a supernatural grace of charity, enables him to 
sincerely sympathize with the most humble of his many children even of the 
laity. Through these qualities he is becoming to be known as the "Bishop of 
the* Laity.' ' 

Not at .-ill selfish in his educational attainments he is most solicitous 
for the education of the youth of the diocese. This solicitude together with a 
realization of his great obligation to, "Teach all nations' \ has inspired him 
and urired him in his efforts to build up the educational system of Pittsburgh 
Diocese. In spite of difficulties he launched the drive which has netted us I he 
Catholic Boys Central High School at a cost of about $400,000.00. At the 
present time there is being built another TTigh School, this on the North Sido 
on the site of the old St. Joseph's Orphan Asylum, and a third is proposed 
and being planned for the South Side. This solicitude for educational ad- 
vancement is not confined to the youth but embraces also the more adult of 
his care. He encourages and at times seems to insist upon his clergy spend- 
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ing much tune in private study both of the more professional subjects and also 
the secular branches. We have often heard our present pastor relate how 
Bishop Boyle encouraged him while a post graduate student in the school of 
science at the University of Pittsburgh. 

The zeal of our Bishop for the greater glory of (Jod is made manifest in 
his solicitude for the observance of the liturgy of the church. Here we may 
note that imitation is the greatest form of appreciation and in his work to 
raise the quality of the Chant of the church, through his musical commission, 
he may easily find imitators in other places and hear his name mentioned most 
frequently. 

The executive ability of the Most Kev. Bishop Boyle is recognized and 
highly apj rcciatcd by Ins confreres in the hiercrarchy of the rime I States, 
lie enjoys the distinction of being a member of the Administrative Committee 
of Bishops of the National Catholic Welfare Conference. lie is also episcopal 
Chairman of the Bishops' National Committee for Polish Relief. 

We regret very much to learn of his inability to be with us at this time, 
but we pray Divine Providence to further bless and keep unto us our beloved 
Bishop Boyle. 

Anonymous. 




PATH BB I). J. WALSH 
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REV. FATHER FRANCIS McCOURT 
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Our Priests 



It is now ;ni impossibility to obtain definite and accurate information of 
all the priests who came to Monongahela to care for the souls in our town. 
The clergy as a rule do not leave much of themselves and carry their life story 
to their graves feeling thai what they have done in the vineyard will be re- 
corded where ink does not fade or paper crumble and in this they rest con- 
tented. 

There are however some high lights which stand out in every life and for 
the most pari these are noted by friends and by others. From what we have 
been able to gather we put on record the story of our Priests. 

In as much as there is so much lo verily the visits of Father Maguire and 
because he was such a prominent figure in the history of the diocese we have 
listed him among the others. The same can be said for Father John O'Reilly. 
Concerning these two records we have as our authority the work of Father 
A. A. Lambing "Foundation Stones of ;i Greal Diocese." 

Tt is really with Father Kearney that the History of our Parish as an 
organization begins. The story of the resident pastors starts with Father 
Quigley. 



VERT REV. CHARLES BOXAVEXTFRE MAC! FIRE. O. S. F.. V. G. 

Rev. Charles B. Maeruire was born near the town of Dungannon, County 
Tyrone, Ireland, December 16, 1770 — another account has it 1768 — and made 
liis elementary studies in his native land. TTe was afterward seiit to the College 
of Louvain, where he completed his course and was ordained to the priesthood, 
at what precise date has not been ascertained; he also joined the Franciscan 
Order of the Strict Observance, but this date has also been lost. He exercised 
the sacred ministry in various parts of the Netherlands and Germanv and 
became a linguist of considerable ability, and later passed into France, where, 
siding with the government aerninst the revolutionists during the latter pari 
of the Reign of Terror, his life was constantly in imminent danger. And it 
was by the merest accident that he escaped, for on one occasion he was seized 
and was being cl merged to prison, when a cooper who "knew him, heroically 
attacked the persons who had him in charge and succeeded in rescuing him. 
TTe fled, but not before he had witnessed the brutal murder of his courageous 
deliverer. 

Father "Maguire then spent some time in "Rome and other places of Europe 
obtaining experience which came to his assistance in the new country to which 
he was preparing to travel. 

TTe landed at Philadelphia in 1817 with facilities from Cardinal Litta, 
which Avere endorsed bv Arehhishon Marechal. of Baltimore. Soon he came to 
Ebensbnrff where he remained for only a short time, and then went to Sports- 
man's TTall : and when Father O'Brien was no loneer able to continue his labors 
at Pittsburgh, he moved to thai city, where, no doubt, he had sometimes shared 
the labors of his predecessor. As "Rev. Thomas TTevden of Bedford wrote: 
"Moved by the wants of the Catholics of Pittsburgh, he was transferred, or 
transferred himself thither, for there was no great order in those days — 
he made the Church at Pittsburgh what it is." His first entry, a Baptism, 
is dated, May 21, 1820. Father O'Brien, though a very zealous and Laborious 
priest, was of an unassuming character: while his successor w;is both by nature 
and the circumstances of his life a man who would come to the front. Religion 
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found in him not only a zealous apostle, hut also a champion worthy of her- 
self and the handful of Catholics gradually assumed and maintained a standing 
and respectability before the general public to which they had hitherto been 
comparative strangers. As a man, as a priest, as a scholar, as a citizen, every- 
one who came to know him respected, admired, loved, and nor a few even 
feared him. 

The cholera visited Pittsburgh in the summer of 18:W, and the zealous 

missionary who had done so much to give the Church a standing do1 only in 
the city, but wherever he appeared, was one of the Eirst whom it claimed as 
a victim. Bis death took place duly IT. 1833. It is said that when he visited 
the nuns at their convent back of Allegheny, a few days before, they asked 

him, on Leaving, when he would uexl call, and he replied, "This day a week:" 
and it was on that day that his remains were brought over to be interred; 
a circumstance which lead some person to believe that he had a premonition 
of his approaching end. On the completion of St. Paul's, Ins remains were 
deposited in one of tie- vaults, Where they remained till the building was de- 
stroyed by fire, May (>. lSol, when they were transferred with those of Rev. 
Anthony Kenny to St. Mary s Cemetery, Pittsbuurgh, where they have since 

reposed. 



REV. JOHN O RETLLY, C. M. 

Rev. John O'Reilly who assisted, and suueceeded Father Kfaguire, de- 
serves to be ranked with him as one of the greatest benefactors of the Church 
in southwestern Pennsylvania. Tie was born in Ireland, although the place and 
date have nol been ascertained, about the year 171)7. and came to the Tinted 
States before he had completed his course in theology which he finished at 
Mount St Mary's College, from which he was ordained either in 182(5 or the 
year following. After laboriner for some time in the eastern part of the state, 
he came west and arrived at Pittsburgh in 1 832. His energy and activity won 
for him the title, " Little Bishop." 

Father O'Reilly remained as pastor of St. Paul s until the arrival of Very 
Rev. Michael O'Connor as Vicar-Ceimral of the western part of (he extensive 
dioeese. in the middle of July. 1841. He then went to Rome where he entered 
the Congregation of the Mission, or Lazarists. Having made his novitiate he was 
Sent back to the United States, and appointed superior of the house in St. 
Louis. In his declining years he was elected deputy to the General Assembly 
of the Congregation of the Lazarists. held at Paris in the summer of 1861. On 
his return he retired to St. Louis, where, worn out with uninterrupted labors 
in the cause of religion and rich in merits, he was called to his reward, March 
4. 18G2, in the Goth year of his aire. 



REV. DENTS KEARNEY 

Father Denis Kearney was born in County Carlow, Ireland. May 1. 1S27. 
and hairing made his elementary studies in the school of his home, he entered 
the missionary college of Carlow, from which institution he was ordained with 
his brothel* Jerome. June 15, 1856, both having been previously adopted by 

the dioeese of Pittsburgh, where their older brother dames had labored before 

them. The two brothers came to Pittsburgh the following September, where 

Father Denis served as assistant at the cathedral, till May, b s .">!> when he was 
appointed to the Washington County Missions, which then included the whole 
southwestern corner of the State. Having labored successfully in this ex- 
tensive field, he returned to the cathedral and was transferred to Elizabeth 
in November, 1861, which mission also included Monongahela. One of his Eirsl 
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acts was to buy a brick house near the church for a residence, the congrega- 
tion not having one before thai time; and also a small tract of land for a 
cemetery. By this time the ('at holies of Monongahela had so far increased as to 
render a church necessary, and Kather Kearney undertook it in the summer 
of 1865, the cornerstone being laid by the Bishop, August 13, of that year. 
It was dedicated some time in the following year under the title Transfigu- 
ration, and was the exact counterpart of that at Elizabeth. Tt was replace^ 
by a more imposing edifice, and dedicated February 22, 1908. Having re- 
mained at Elizabeth till about the close of the year 1867, he was transferred 
to Nharpsburg, and was succeeded by Rev. William F. Hayes. 

Father Kearney closed his long, laborious and fruitful career on the early 
morning of April 28, 190;*. having just completed his 76th year and the forty- 
seventh in the priesthood. His remains were laid to rest in Calvary Cemetery, 
by the side of his brother Rev. Jerome Kearney who had preceded him some 
1 welve years. 



FATHER WILLIAM FRANCIS BAYS 

Born August 19, 1841 in Pittsburgh. Ordained at St. Vincent's Seminary, 
December 21, 1866 by Rt Rev. Michael Domenec. Pastor of Elizabeth ami 
missions from March, 1867 to March. 1871. Pastor of St. Mary's, New Castle 
from March, 1871 to February 8, 1879. Withdrew from the Diocese and en- 
tered the Columbus Diocese where he remained until 1884. At St. Francis 
Xavier, Newark from 1884 to the time of his death, June 6, 1892. Buried in 
St. Mary's Cemetery. 



FATHEB MARTIN J. BRAZIL 

Born in Ireland in 1842. Entered St. Michael's Seminary about 1861. 
Left the Diocese for Dubuque. Towa. where he was ordained in 1867. Tn 1870 
returned to the Pittsburgh Diocese and was assigned to Cameron's Bottom. 
At Elizabeth, March 1871 until October. 1872 when on account of ill health 
he retired to the Mercy Hospital. He iied at the Hospital. Xovember 9. 1873. 



FATTIER PETER M. OARVKV 

Born in the parish of Lower Cregan, County Armagh, July, 1826. Studied 
at St. Michael's Seminary and was ordained in Cincinnati, March 11. 1854 
for the Pittsburgh Diocese. After his ordination he was sent to New Bedford 
and New Castle. Tn 185T> he was transferred to Brownsville, attending the 
missions of (Jniontowii and Elizabeth. At Johnstown from June, I860 to 1872. 
Pastor of Elizabeth and Monongahela from December, 1872 to October, 1877. 
At Parker City from November, 1877 to May 12, 1879. Pastor of Freeport 
from L879 to October 22, 1882, the time of his death. Uuried at Kreeport. 



FATHER FRANCIS M. McOOURT 

Born in Ireland aboul 1S4:>. Ordained in Pittsburgh, Augusl 11, 1876. 
Assistant at St. John's. Altoona and St. John (lUalbert's, Johnstown until 
November, 1 S 7 7 . when he was named pastor of Elizabeth and Monongahela. 
ITe remaimd pastor of Elizabeth until his transfer to the Immaculate Concep- 
tion church, Connellsville, August 20, 1895. Died November 26th of the fol- 
lowing year. 
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FATHER JOHN ANGEL 



I 
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FATHBB JOHN J. QUIGLEY 
First Resident Pastor of Transfiguration Church 
1893 - 1895 

Horn in Ireland, Sept. :\ % 1854. Studied in Ireland and at Our Lady of 
Angels Seminary, Niagara Falls. Ordained at St. Vincent's. June 16, 1881. 
Assistant at St. Mary's, 46th Street to June 1885 when appointed to Parkers 
Landing and Petrol ia as pastor. Transferred to Brady's Bend, August, 1887 
an/l to Freeport in 1891. Pastor of Transfiguration, Monongahela, 1893 to 
Sept. 1895 when he resigned because of ill health. Pastor of St. Joseph's 
English church, North Oakland, Aug. 1896, to May 16, 1897, date of his death, 
i fcuiied in ( al vary ( Jemetery. 



FAT 1 1 EB THOMAS \<\ WALSH 
1895 - 1900 

Born in Rhyme, Monmouthshire, Wales, March 16, 1856. Came to this 
country when about six years of age and settled in New York. When in 1874 
ins launiy moved to Johnstown he entered St. Michael's Seminary. Ordained 
at »t. Vincent s, i\ov. 20, ibb4. Assistant at St. Malacny, July 4, i884 to June 
188o. At ConneJisville, June 5, 1885 to May, 1886. Ac St. John the liaptist, 
Phg., May l&fcb to March, 1888. At (Jonneilsville, Sept. 4, l&bb to Sept. 1895. 
Monongahela City, Sept. 1895 to Jan. 28, 1900. St. Mary of Mercy, Jan. 28, 
1900, to June lo, 19u5. Freeport, June lo, 1905 to Nov. 1906. St. Benedict 
(colored) 19U6 to Dec. 8, 1907. St. Veronica, Ambridge, Dec. b, 1907 to Nov. 
b, 1911. Temporary pastor at St. Mary s, 4bth St., March 29, 1912 to August 
■x, isu.£. uur i^auy oi Victory, Madison, August 22, 1912 to October 21, 1915. 
at. Catherine, Deechburg, October 21, 191o to March 26, iiii6. St. liegis, 
lratiord City, March 23, 1916 to January 31, 1923. Pastor oi St. Richard 
until ins death, September 12, 1925. 



FAT HE K C1IAKLLS J. POETZ 
1900 - 1910 

Lorn in Detroit, Michigan. August 11. L860. Studied at St. Uonaventure, 
Allegheny, a. I. Ordained in LTl L^burgn, July 1/, lh92. Assistant at St. 
Peter, Allegheny until August, 189W Pastor ot Sacred Heart, Dawson from 
1894 to January 22, 1900, when j^)oiiited to Monongahela City. Pastor of 
St. Aloysius, Dunbar, May 1, 1910 to May 6, 1915 when he was transferred 
to St. Mary, Freeport. Died in St. Francis Hospital, Pittsburgh, April 27, 
1919. Buried in St. Mary's Cemetery. 



FAT 11 Ell DAVID J. WALSH 
1910 - 1922 

Lorn in Cork, Ireland, May 10. iSSb*. Studied in the Irish College, Paris 
and at St. Coleman's College, Cork, Ireland. Ordained June lb, 1S!)2 in the 
Irish College, Paris. Assistant at St. Mary's, Hollidaysburg, November. 1S92 
to March, 1893. Assistant at St. Bridget, Pittsburgh, 1893 to February, 1896. 
Holy Trinity, Huntingdon, 1896 to September 28, 1900. At St. Peter's, Ta- 
rentum to May 1, 1910 when appointed to Transfiguration church, Mononga- 
hela. January, 1922, was made irremovable reetor of the Most Holy Name 
Church, Duquesne. Died in Ireland, dune 22, 1939. 
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FATHER PATRICK J. KITRICK 
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F ATI I K\l PATRICK J. KITRICK 
1922 - 1 :»:;;> 



Father K it lick was horn in Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania, February 28, 
1S7S. He graduated from the Wilkes Barre High School in 1 s<)6, and was 
graduated from Mt. St. Mary's College, Einmitshurg, Maryland in June 1901. 
He completed his theological studies al the same institution, and was ordained 
.June 14. 1!M>:> by Most Rev. Bdiward P, Allen. Bishop of Mobile, Alabama. 

Father Kit rick's first appointment was assistant at St. Peter's Church, 
\. s. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, July 8, 1905, where he remained until July, 
1922, when he was appointed Pastor .-it Transfiguration Church, Monongahela, 
Pennsylvania. He remained at Monongahela until February 8, 1935 and was 
then made Pastor of Holy Family Church, Latrobe, Pennsylvania, where he 
is stationed al present.— Contributed by Father Kin-irk. 



PATH EE GWYER 
1935 

Father diaries F. (Jwyer was horn July 12, 1884 at Thirty-Third and 
Small man Streets in thai part of Pittsburgh often '-ailed the "Strip," of 
.John P. Gwyer and Mary Poland who were married with a mass in St. David a 
Roman Catholic Church in Swansea, Wales. 

His parents having moved to the South side. Pittsburgh, the hoy "Char- 
lie" was sent to St. John Parochial School where at the age of eight he was 
appointed a server at the altar by the pastor, the Rev. Father (). P. Gallagher. 
Father Gallagher developed a great interest in the hoy and appointed him 
with his brother John to serve all the masses of the pastor. It must he said 
here that his pastor, whom he admired exceedingly, left a life long impression 
on Father Gwyer and from him and the assistant at that time, Father John 
Faughnan, he took his inspiration to study for the Church, although his par- 
ents thought he was destined Tor the musical world. 

The Bigh School and College courses were made at the Pittsburgh College 
of the Holy Ghost since called Duquesnc University where together with the 
classics. Father Gwyer continued his study of music, having Father Griffin 
as teacher of Piano Technique and Mr, Charles Weiss instructing him the 
violin and orchestration. Be graduated with the degree of P>. A. June 19, 1905. 

During his college years the financial difficulties of "Bad Times" so 
affected his parents that the young man was obliged to render assistance at 
home and this he did hy working every Saturday, holiday and Summer Va- 
cations in Kaufmann's Department Store. M also urged him to study harder 
and win for himself an appointment as Diocesan Student. Be successfully 

passed the examinations under Father Julian ( >. S. P>. and Father Thomas Devlin 
and hecame the first such Student at the Holy (3 host College, Sept. 1D04. 

From College, Bishop Canevin sent Father Gwyer to St. Vincent's Semi- 
nary at Beatty, Pennsylvania, where he was ordained dune 25, 1910. 

The first appointment of Father Gwyer was to be assistant to Father 
lxohert MacDonald at St. Thomas church. Braddocb where he remained until 
April, 1014 when he was transferred to St. Canice, Knowille. Pittsburgh. 

While at St. Canice the World War further developed a natural patriotic 
Spirit and after organizing a Red Cross I 'nil in the School and parish, Father 
Gwyer left as a Chaplain for Camp Meade, Sept. 15, 1017. His military ser- 
vice was with the seventy-ninth Division at Camp Meade. Md., and Training 
areas of France. He was transferred from the seventy-ninth to the Seventh 
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Division in action before Metz where he received some injuries. While the 
Army of Occupation was taking up its positions in Germany, Father Gwyer 
was assigned to the tenth field artillery of the Third Division at Kruft, Ger- 
many, where he remained until the return of the Division to America. Father 
(iwver resigned his commission and was discharged at Camp Dix. New Jersev, 
Sept. 17, 1919. 

After a retreat at St. Vincent s, Father Gwyer was sent to the Holy Rosary 
Parish, Bomewood, as assistant to Father I). J, Maladey. While at the Rosary 
Father Gwyer found time to enroll in the Graduate School of the University 
of Pittsburgh, and took up courses leading to the degrees in Klectrical and 
Chemical Engineering. During this time he also continued his work in Music, 
studying interpretation and expression under Mr. Steiner, Organist at the 
Kodef Shalom Temple and harmony and composition under Mr. Vic. O'Brien, 
Dean of Music at the Carnegie Tech. 

From the Holy Rosary Parish, Father Gwyer was sent after eight years 
to St. Ann's. Waynesburg, as pastor. Ai Waynesburg, Father Gwyer became 
very active in civic and sociological movements, winning friends in great num- 
bers among the non-Catholics. 

Father Gwyer then spenl three years in Dawson from whence he was sent 
to Transfiguration in Monongahela, February, L935. 

Saving tasted the difficulties and the hardships of the enlisted personnel 
during his Army Service, Father Gwyer has, since the war. taken an active 
interest in the Veterans. He was at one time Commander of .John Baird At- 
wood Post of the V. F. W., Pittsburgh as well as Department Chaplain of 
Pennsylvania for the V. F. W. and again for the American Legion, and Na- 
tional Chaplain of the Societe les Quarante Homines el Buito Chevaux. 

— M. G. E, 
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Our Societies 



For the more efficient care of souls the Church has established many so- 
cieties or confraternities through which she encourages and assists her children 
in their efforts to win eternal salvation. Transfiguration Parish is indeed 
Messed in having a goodly number of these. 



HOLY NAME SOCIETY 

This is an organization of men and has for its chief aim the extension of 
Faith in the Divinity of Jesus Christ, to look upon Him and to hold Him to he 
True Cod as well as True Alan. '1 o reach this aim the Society uses as its method 
the call upon all mankind to tiave a respect for the name of Unrist. An organized 
body of men striving heart and soul to make Jesus the Man-Cod better known 
and better loved — this is the Holy Name Society. 

The society further wishes to promote respect for authority both civil 
and religious. L'he rejection or the minimizing oi authority is one of the greal 
evils of our day. 

The society also demands of its membership, honor for womanhood and 
respect tor aU thai pertains to the sacrament of marriage and to attain tins 
purpose discourages Hie use of obscene language. 

.Monthly reception of the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharisl is an essential 

ooiigauon oj Uie inemhei sn ip. i ins reception oi the ttacramem to be in union 

With the oilier members ot llie society on 1 he day appointed. 

The Society traces its origin hack to the Saintly liishop Diaz who in I !•>- 
urged his people to place their trust in the power of the Saviour and to enroll 
themselves m a society which should labor to make the Name of Jesus loved 
and honored by all. The society took hold on the people and in a short time 
its growth demanded local divisions throughout the world. 

The Society was organized in Transfiguration on the arrival of the present 
pastor, during the Lenten season of 1 ( J30. In 1936 it was canonical!.? established 
hy the Dominican leather. Father Sullivan who was preaching a mission at 
that time. 

The present officers of the Society are as follows: President, William 
Mentzer; Vice President. Albert Barnettj Secretary, Herman A. Nieliaus and 
Treasurer, Hubert O'Hearn. \W the constitution the pastor of the place in 
which the society is formed is the Spiritual Director unless il he another priest 
appointed by the pastor. 



THE YOUNG LADIES SODALITY 

The Sodality of the Blessed Virgin, of which the Young Ladies Sodality 
of our parish is a branch, is the largest spiritual society in the Catholic Church 
and dates its origin to Father John Leonis. a native of Belgium and a pious 
and zealous priest of the Society of Jesus, or the Jesuits as they are better 
known. 

Fa 1 hep Leon is was a teacher in the Roman College at Rome and wishing 
to advance his pupils in the way of virtue, assembled them together after class- 
es to devote a short time to prayer and spiritual readings. In the year 1563 
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he organized the young men and extended his work beyond his classes to in- 
clude the pupils of other classes. The numbers who came to the society within 
the year so encourapvd Father Leonis that in 1564 he organized the sodality 
into a permanent society and placed it under the protection of the Blessed 
Virgin. According to the rules adopted at that time the young men went to 
confession every week and received Holy Communion on the first Sunday of 
every month. 

In 1584, Pope Gregory XIII, recognized the sodality and granted it a 
canonical erection, granting to it many privileges and indulgences. 

At first the society was confined to the pupils of colleges and schools but 
the petitions for membership coming from all walks of life brought about the 
change that permitted every Catholic to become a member. In opening the 
Sodality to all there was a tremendous increase in the membership, including 
married women and girls, so that by the year 1864 there were 9,516 organiza- 
tions of the sodality. 

Within the century after it's canonical erection the Sodality had listed 
among it's children sis Popes of the Church, viz: Crban VIII, Alexander VII, 
('lenient IX. Clement X, Innocent XI and Innocent Xll. Many of the mem- 
bers became Saints among whom we are pleased to name St. Charles Borromeo, 
St. Francis de Sales, St. Aloysius. There were many others but the time and 
the space hinders a more detailed list of them. 

The purpose and aim of the sodality as can be seen from the above is to 
develop a pious and religious spirit in it's membership. It does this by hold- 
ing before all the virtues and examples of the Glorious Mother of Jesus. In 
a special manner is the Chastity and Purity of the Virgin extolled and her 
virginal life pictured as an ideal to be imitated. It does not insist upon a life 
of virginity but it does protest and that very strongly against the lax morals 
and dangerous conduct so prevalent in the world. 

The Sodality in our Parish is a re-organization of the sodalities of earlier 
years and was brought about by Father P. P. Walsh, a priest of the Dominican 
Order while preaching the mission din ing Lent 1940. On that Sunday afternoon, 
March 10th, forty of the young ladies of the parish pledged themselves to the 
sodality and elected as their officers the following: Prefect, Miss Barbara 
Shanley ; Vice Prefect, Miss Josephine Renk; Secretary, Miss Elizabeth Po- 
laski and Miss Dorothy Abbott as Treasurer. 

As in the Holy Name Society, the Pastor is ex officio, the Spiritual Direc- 
tor, or Moderator. 



ALT A R AND ROSARY SOCIETY 

The Altar Society was organized by Father Charles F. Gwyer on March 
3, 1935 with an enrollment of seventy-five members. In March of 1IK>(>, Kather 
Sullivan. ( ). P., dedicated Our Lady's Altar, and. at the same time, organized 
the Rosary Society. The two societies were combined to form the Altar and 
Rosary Society 

The purpose of the Society is to take care of the Sanctuary. The linens 
for the Altar and the needs of the Altar Boys are supplied by this organization. 

On the fourth Sunday of every month the members receive Holy Com 
amnion in a body. 

The present officers of the organization are: 

President Mrs. Mary O'Connor 

Vice-President Miss Anna McCullough 

Secretary Miss Elizabeth Uanley 
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LADIES CATHOLIC BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION 



The Ladies Catholic benevolent Association w;is the first Catholic Wo- 
men's group organized in the Transfiguration Church, during the pastorate 
of the late Rev. Father Chas. J. Poetz. 

Mrs. Catherine Wilhere of Pittsburgh, Pa., who has since passed away, 
organized Uranch 757 with twenty-four charter members, on Nov. 25, 1901. 
Three of the above are still members and reside in Monongahela. Mrs. Mary 
Meany, Sheridan street, Mrs. Margaret Zewe, Seventh and Railroad streets, 
and Mrs. Stella Coleman of Main Street. Mrs. Coleman, incidentally, was the 
first President. 

Since Nov. 25, 1901, two-hundred and thirty-one have signed the roll 
booh of Branch 757; many of these have resigned or passed on to their eternal 
reward. Mrs. Mary O'Connor is Uranch President at the present time. 

The Ladies Catholic Benevolent Association celebrated its Golden Jubilee 
this year, was first organized in Titusville, I*a., April 9, 1890. It was the 
first Fraternal organization in the world to write insurance for women and 
to he managed by women exclusively. Today they number 100, (MM) members 
including children, who can be enrolled now from birth to 1(> years. They 
have paid out to families of deceased members fifty-one million dollars, and 
have twenty-five million dollars in their funds. Twenty-one thousand dollars 
have been paid to beneficiaries in Branch 757 of Transfiguration Parish. 

Elizabeth M. Brady, Recorder 



CATHOLIC DACCilITEKS OF AM LK 10 A 
COURT TRANSFIGURATION 

Court Transfiguration 95"), Catholic Daughters of America, was organized 
May 10, 1925. Mrs. Marie Kelley of Donora then Oram! Regent of that 
Court, came to Monongahela to get members for their Court. On finding that 
quite a large number were willing to join, she then advised us to get our own 
charter and with the help of Mrs. Margaret Donahue. Court Transfiguration 
was organized, being named after our own beloved church. The aim of this 
society is to keep alive our glorious faith, and to spread "Unity and Charity" 
among its members. Even before His Holiness, Pope Pius XI of Blessed 
memory, thrilled the Catholic World with a clarion call to Catholic Action, 
the national organization had consecrated itself in its very reason for being, 
to the active participation of its members, in the intensification and spread 
of Catholic Faith. 

It is for us who bear the name Catholic to give to the world a living 
example Of what true unity menus. 

The Catholic Daughters of America has set its standards high, and it 
becomes our duty to uphold that choice of name, exemplifying in our lives 
these priceless jewels of Catholic Faith, Unity and Charity, and by unholding 
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the laws of America, the land whose freedom we enjoy. The first officers 
selected by our Court were: 

Grand Regent Mrs. Alice Smith 

Vice Grand Regent Mrs. Catherine Die Vart 

Prophetess Mrs. Margaret Xessler 

Lecturer Mrs. Agnes McLinden 

Monitor Miss Anna McCullough 

Historian Miss Frances Comer 

Treasurer Mrs. S.ira Schenck 

Financial Secretary Miss Rose McLinden 

Sentinel Mrs. Mary Jones 

Chaplain Father P. J. Kitrick 

TRUSTEES 

Mrs. Anna McClay Miss Emelia Yolker ]\Iiss Mary Cotter 
Mrs. Mary McGinty Mrs. Ann McGuinness Mrs. Rose Smith 
Organist Miss Sara Murphy 

It would be impossible and too numerous to mention the charity work 
done not only by our local court but by State and National office. We are 
a part of a membership of 200, 000 women, one of the largest women organiza- 
tions in the United States and as our aim is Charity and Unity we never turn 
down a case of charity. 

Among some of our charity work was a window donated by the C. 1). of A. 
to the Catholic Church at Brownsville, amounting to .+ 10,000: wo also gave 
+1.000 to the St. Paul's Orphanage and $1,000 to the Home for Incurable of 
Cancer. The purple vestments used by our Pastor art* a donation of the Cath- 
olic Daughters. Space would not permit the mention of all the work done 
by the Catholic Daughters. 

As Catholic Daughters of America may we work to make our nation the 
leader of Peace. We can propagate the work of Peace; we can think and live 
Peace; and perhaps we can make America the leading follower of the Prince 
of Peace. Catholic women can and will do their part in molding the Democ- 
racy's future and that we may reflect honor to (Jod, Church and Country 
is the first real aim of the Catholic Daughters of America. 

Our present Officers : 

Grand Regent Mrs. Mary McGinty 

Vice (J ram I Regent Mrs. Sue Thompson 

Prophetess Mrs. Elizabeth McElvany 

Monitor Miss Anne Vogt 

Historian Mrs. Mae Cattaneo 

Treasurer Mrs. Mary Comer 

Financial Secretary Mrs. Margaret Gee 

Sentinel Mrs. Nell Pauley 

Chaplain Rev. Father C. Gwyer 

Organist Mrs. Margaret Dopier 

Lecturer Mrs. Rose Wilson 

TRUSTEES 

Mrs Mary O'Connor Mrs. Theresa Volker Mrs. Mary McLaughlin 

Mrs. Eleanor Lacey Mrs. Alberta White Miss .Mice Burke 
We feel honored in extending to the Transfiguration Church our sincere 
congratulations on this its 75th, or Diamond Jubilee, wishing it continued 
success. 

( latholic I laughters of America, 

Court Transfiguration, 955, 

Mrs. Mary McGinty, Grand Regent 
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THE LADIES AUXILIARY OF THE ANCIENT ORDER OK HIBERNIANS 



The Ladies Auxiliary of The Ancient Order of Hibernians of Washington 
County organized in Monongahela in 1W)8, with a large* membership. 

.Miss Ann Abbott, a zealous worker of The Transfiguration Church, was 
chosen as President of Washington County and The Rev. Charles J. Poetz 
as County ( , ha])lain. Mrs. Katherine Oracinger was selected to lead the local 
division as President. These faithful officers gave their all in the way of 
time and talents, and the following year organized Charleroi and Donora. 

Since this time d«ath has taken Father Poetz and Miss Annie Ahhott and 
Katherine Oraeinger. These splendid officers who by their example of their 
truly Christian lives, were a credit to our Society. 

The Hibernians had its birth in the hills of Ireland more than three cen- 
turies ago, its only duty being the protection of the Church and priests in 
Ireland. In the four score years of the organization in America, the church 
has found support morally and financially against any aggression that threat- 
ened the growth and prosperity of our beloved faith. No better proof can 
be given of this than of our own beloved members of Pennsylvania. Members of 
the organizat ion adopt boys with a religious vocation and finance their educa- 
tion until they place them on the steps of Cod's altar, there to sing on high 
the praises of God in the holy sacrifice of the Mass. 

The chief mission of the Ladies Auxiliary of The Ancient Order of Hi- 
bernians is to promote the ideals which are ;i part of the religion and culture 
of the Irish race. 

They have paid out thousands of dollars in sick and death benefits, and 
for charitable purposes. We have erected a monument to the Nursing Nuns 
of the Battlefield at a cost of $65,000. The site on which this monument stands 
was donated by the Government, and is located across from St. Matthews 
( 'hurch in Washington, I >. C, 

They also, for the past M) years, have established i scholarship at Trinity 
College in Washington. I). C. for deserving young ladies who have completed 
four years of high school and are selected by the National hoard of the Ladies 
Auxiliary. They have donated $10,000 for the furnishing of the Irish College 
;M Koine, equipped 100 priests with Mass kits during the World War. have 
donated generously to the Chapel Car carrying The Gospel of Christ to the 
Catholics of the South, and award $100 a year for prizes in a contest about 
Irish History. These contest blanks are sent to the grade and high schools and 
are judged by the National Chairlady of History. 

They wish that space and memory would permit us to mention all the 
good deeds performed by the Ancient Order of Hibernians and Ladies Aux- 
iliary. 

And now they add their best wishes to the Jubilee of Transfiguration 
Church, and all those that made this possible. 

The Monongahela I division, 

Ladies Auxiliary of The Ancient Order 

of Hibernians, 
.Mis. Margaret Mutschler, President. 
Mrs. Delia Kelly. County President. 



CATHOLIC KNIGHTS OF ST. GEORGE 



The Order of the Catholic Knights of St. George was organized in Pitts- 
burgh in January, 1881. The original founders were composed of thirteen 
staunch Catholic men who had great visions and deep interest in behalf of 
Catholic organizations and the church, and although all of then have by 
now gone to their eternal reward, the results of their early labors have borne 
fruit as evidenced by the strength of the Order at the present time. Origi- 
nally confined to the city of Pittsburgh with a small membership, it is today 
composed of .*U)4 branches with a membership of over 18,000 scattered through- 
out seven states of the union. Its insurance policies are based on adequate 
rates and are on a par with those ot modern companies. Its deep interest 
and support ot* works of Catholic Action and its far Hung activities in pro- 
moting the Catholic fraternal spirit, his won for it the esteem aiul endorse- 
ment of the members of the American Hierarchy, together with n special 
endorsement by the late Holy Father, Pope Pins XL One of its greatest 
achievements is its home for its aged members maintained at Wellsburg, 
W. Va., and it is a proud fact that it is the only Catholic fraternal organiza- 
tion maintaining a home of tins kind. Branch 140 affiliated with Transfigu- 
ration Parish was organized October lb. 1910, during the pastorate of Rev- 
erend I). J. Walsh, and his assistant the Rev. Father John Angel, and its mem- 
bers have been staunch supporters and a credit to the parish since its organ- 
ization 30 years ago. 

At the first regular meeting the following officers were elected: 

President Thos. P, Ilerron 

Vice President Ernest J. Myers 

Spiritual Adviser Rev. Father D. J. Walsh 

Director Theo. Wulf 

Secretary-Treasurer B. J. Anton 

Marshal Florence Mentzer 

There were 28 applicants initiated. One year later Geo. E. Miller was 
elected Director; Then. Wulf. President: and Prank Osterhout, Secretary. 
Sept. 1922, Ceo. E. Miller was elected Secretary-Treasurer. After 30 years 
i he Following men are in office : 

Spiritual Advisor Rev. Charles P. (iwyer 

President Theo. Wulf 

Vice President Frank Voigt 

Secretary-Treasurer and Director Geo. E. Miller 

TRUSTEES 

Matthew O'Connor David Broadhead Krnest Meyers 
Anyone wishing to become a member may consult any of the members. 



KNIGHTS OK COLrMBTS 

The Monongahela Council of the Knights of Columbus was organized 
March 28, L926 with the number 2,600. The Grand Knight elected at that 
time was Thomas Ward who had with him Charles Brady as Financial Sec- 
retary. 

The present officers are (J rand Knight Koderick Ellsworth; Financial 
Secretary, Harry Wegman and Treasurer, dames Ward. 

Submitted by Harry Wegman. 
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The Church Committee 



Concerning the Chiirch Committee it is well al this time to read thS 

Statutes Of the Diocese on this subject. 

"To promote uniformity of discipline and to aid the pastor in the tem- 
poral affairs of the congregation, the Code oi Canon Law decrees thai the 
Bishop may authorize several worthy and prudent laymen to act as a Church 
( 'ommittee. 

"When the Bishop does not appoint a Committee, four or more lay aux- 
iliaries, or ('ommittee men, are to be elected every three years by the Congre- 
gation Prom names proposed by the pastor of the church. For each member of 

the ('ommittee to he elected two or three eligible persons must be nominated 

by the pastor. 

' 'Any male member of the parish over twenty-one years of age is entit- 
led to vote at Church meetings, and eligible to serve as a ('ommittee man. 
provided he is an exemplary Catholic, has complied with his Easier Duty, 
paid pew pent or otherwise contributed regularly to the support of the parish 
during the twelve months preceding the election, belongs to no secret or for- 
bidden societies, and docs not neglect to send his children to catechism and to 
a catholic school, where there is such a sehool. 

"The members Of this committee must have the written approval of the 
ordinary, that is, of the Bishop of the Diocese, before they may enter upon 
the duties of their office, and can be removed by the Bishop for cause. They 
should promise under oath before the ordinary or the Vicar Porane to perform 

their duties faithfully. 

"At the end of three years, the same committee should not he re-elected 
unless special reasons require their re-election. The Committee shall make 
an accurate inventory of all the movable and immovable properly of the parish. 

"It is the duty of the ('ommittee to co-operate with the pastor and obey 

strictly the Statutes of the Diocese, and to assume as far as possible the labor 

of providing the means to pay the debts and expenses of the parish. 

■\\o property is to he purchased, and no new parish building, church 
school or residence exceeding five hundred dollars in cost is to be erected, 
nor may any similar parish building be removed or destroyed without the 
written authority of the Bishop. 

''No deht over five hundred dollars is to be incurred and no expenditures 
of money, amounting to five hundred dollars more than tin* ordinary annual 
expenses of the parish arc to be made during any year without the written 
permission of I he I fcishop. 

"The Committee and the pastor, who is ex-officio the President of the 
committee and Treasurer of the funds of the church, should meet at least once 

in three months in order to iro over (he hooks, receipts, expenditures, so as to 

insure an accurate entry and account in the parish records, and be prepared 
to render to the bishop each year on or before the first day of February a 
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statement of the receipts, expenditures. Loans, debts and other affairs of the 
parish asset forth in the form Furnished by the Chancellor of the Diocese. 

"The Committee and all members of the congregation must understand 
thai the authority to name, invite or appoint the pastor of the church, deter- 
mine his salary or retain or remove him pertains to the Bishop of the Diocese 

from whom alone the priests receive their jurisdiction. 

''It belongs to the pastor to appoint, or discharge the organist, singers, 
sacristan, beadle, school teachers, and all other persons who are employed in 

the service of the altar or of the church. 

"It is strictly forbidden for any priest or layman to have in Ins own name 
the title or deed of property used for Church purposes. 

"Pqsrtors ami Committees should have all parish buildings insured against 

fire." Prom the Statutes Of the Diocese. 

It is to be deeply regretted at this time thai there remains no evidence 
of the many gentlemen who served as Church Committee during the seventy- 
five years of onr existence. Even in what records were discovered there was 
no mention of who were serving at the time. Mr. Theodore Wulf, however, has 
Furnished us with the names of the following as being on the Church Com- 
mittee, but cannot specify in just what years they served. 

James Mullvehill. [Tarrv B. Hayden. Alfred Dievart, Jos. Roth, Theodore 
Wulf, Matthew O'Connor. Thos. Ward, John Boyle. 

At the election hold in the Church. Dec. 1935, the following were elected 
and look thnr office to serve from Jan. 1936 to dan. 1939. Messrs. Theo. Wulf. 
Matthew O'Connor. Thos. Ward, Jos. Benedict, Dr. J. P. Bughes, and Wil- 
liam Lazzari. 

The election of Dec. 1938 put the following into office until dan. I, 11M2. 
Herman A. Niehaus, Joseph Wilson. Theodore Volker, and Harry Wegman. 
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Pro Deo et Pro Patria 



Appreciating the values which were denied their parents when fleeing 
Europe, when they migrated to this country, the youth of our parish have always 
stood and are prepared to stand now in defense of the rights and privileges 
afforded them hy their country, these United States of America. 

Our Bono] Roll for the World War shows a list of the following young 
men who were in the service 



I ollins, Jules 
Caine, Henry 
I tonovan William 
Guskea, Andrew 
('aims, dames 
Murray, John 
McFall, John 
Schmidt. Robert 
Wnlf, Theodore. Jr. 
Bova, Janu s 

Messari, Peter 
Punchur, Mack 
Hanlon. Dr. Torrance 
Hannigan, Martin 
McLinden, Hugh 
Davey, William 
McKee, Leonard 
Pizzutelli, John 
Lamb, John 
Cairns, William 
Rollison William 
Huston Alex., Jr. 
McLinden, Hugh, Jr. 
Abbott, Elmer 
Harvey, Thos. 
Markell, Dr. Thos. 
I tottselig, ( toes r 
Hannigan, James G. 
Harvey, William 
( larrol, Patrick 
Schmidt, John Peter 
Jonas, Edward 
Huston, Alex. Sr. 
Pezzoni, John 
\a«ry. Louis 
Ellsworth. Vincent 
Mentzer, Albums 
Voelker, Robert 
Voelker, William 

At the present tinn 
the National Guard pi 
pastor has entered his 
Service. 

I n i he Regular Forces of our 
iii£ young men. who have already 

Calvert, Harry E. 
A I e ver. Jack 
Glasser, William 



Schmidt. Joseph 

Beenman, Arthur 
Scherer, Harry C. 
Wilson. Eugene 
Meaney, Charles 
Moore, I benjamin 
Fisher, John 
Glasser, August 
Markell. Maurice 
Cotter, John 
( lotter, Joseph 

Bautz, Albert 
Bautz, Henry 

Fontana, Paul 
Kline. Arthur 
Ward, Rdward 

Zewe. Henry 
McCague, Charles 
Abbott, Charles 
Brady, Alexander 
Neider, William 
Haggerty, Samuel 
1 1 aggerty, Edward 
Pepkey, John 
Pepkey, Charles 
Shryock, I). Bdw. 
Silko, Charles 
Meaney, William 
Buhl, Joseph 
Ward, James 
Cotter. Julio 
McGinty, Thos. 
Ellsworth, .Michael 
Pauley, Francis 
Durieux, Alcite 

Land). Thos. 

Weisbecker, ( leorge 
Eopkins, William 

is a large numb r of our young men enrolled in 

to leave on call of their eonntry, and also the 

ipplication to be again commissioned in the Military 



then 

spared 



\;ii ional Defense we have 

left home. 

Burkhart, Gerald 
Benk, Jerome 
Silko. Charles 



today the follow 
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Our Diamond Jubilee 



On Kexajrcsima Sunday, January 28th. the pastor announced that the year 
before us would complete the seventy-fifth since the foundation of our parish; 
that it would be fitting to remember this in all our transactions of the year 
and that the best method of opening our Jubilee year would be through the 
efforts of a mission to be opened March 3rd, and preached by Father Pat- 
rick Paul Walshof, the Dominican Order of Preachers. 

The mission or revival was conducted from March 3rd with the women 
of the parish attending llie exercises during the first week and the men follow- 
ing their example during the second week. This proved to be one of the 
most effective missions ever held in our parish and close! with the reorgan- 
ization of the Holy Name Society, Sunday afternoon, March 17. 1940. 

The May festival held during the Spring was also an item in the year's 
program of recalling the earlier days as well as advancing the work of the 
parish for the future. 

During the year with discussions between the pastor and the Church Com- 
mittee it was deemed advisable to call in the aid of some of the older members 
of the parish, and with the Church Committee to formulate a more glorious 
terminal to the year's celebration. With this in view the pastor, on Sept. 8th. 
called a meeting of the Church Committee and the eight other gentlemen. 
The purpose of this meeting was to be the arrangement of the social and finan- 
cial phases of the celebration. These additional men were. Then. Wulf, Wil- 
liam Lazzari, Joseph lien. 'diet. Joseph Eudock, Ed. Ward. Eugh Davey, 
Charles Mutschler, Jacob Renk, who, with the Church Committee, constituted 
an executive committee of twelve. 

At the meeting the pastor offered some suggestions and let it remain in 
the hands of the committee how they would proceed. The executive committee 
then called for the assistance of Mr. William Polaski, Rodney Ellsworth, George 
Miller, William Staffen, Frank Vogt, Jack Graham, Charles Brady, Charles 
Weiss and Adam Zewe. From the women of the parish they selected Mrs. 
Mary McGinty, .Mrs. Charles Weiss, Mrs. Theresa Vblker, .Mrs. Mary Baxter, 
Mrs. Charles Brady, Mrs. Margaret Mutschler, Mrs. Jacob Rollison, Mrs. 
Adam Zewe. Miss Cecelia Cairns an 1 Miss Harbara Shanley and the presi- 
dents of all the church societies. These ladies and gentlemen became a corn- 
mil tee of the whole Parish. 

The Committee of the whole then met on October 6th and arranged the 
committees to care for the various details as follows: 

Theodore Wnlf, Sr President 

Joseph J. Benedict Secretary 

Joseph I Hi dock Treasurer 

Music Committee — Charles Weiss and Hugh Davey. 

Banquet Committee — Mrs. Charles Mutschler, Chairlady with Mrs. Cath- 
erine Rollison, Mrs. Mary McGinty, Mrs. Mary O'Connor and Mrs. Mary Baxter. 

Decorating Committee - William Lazzari as Chairman with A. Herman 
Xiehaus, Mary Wilson. Barbara Shanley. 

Entertainment ( 'ommittee — M p. ( lharles Mutschler, 3 p., as chairman 
and Theodore Vblker, Roderick Ellsworth, Ed Ward, Dr. J. P. Hughes, Mrs 
Mary O'Connor. Miss Barbara Shanley, Miss Betty MePherson. Miss Eliza- 
beth Polaski, Miss Jean Miller. Mrs. Margaret Ludwig. 

Advertising and Programme Committee — William Polaski. Chairman with 
Harry Wegman, William Lazzari, Joseph Benedict, Joseph Eudock, Jack 
Graham, Hugh Davey, Mrs. .Mutschler, Mrs. Ludwig. 
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Patrons and Patronesses 



The following have heen kind enough to assist us in the financing of this 
booklet, for which we are indeed most grateful : 



MRS. PAI L BKRRY 
MRS. JOHN ANTON 
THE MISSES PEPKA 
MRS. ALBERT BAUTZ 
MRS. GEORGE DAVIS 
MRS. PRANK PAULEY 
MR. WILLIAM KRAMER 
MRS. MARTHA ABBOTT 
MR AND MRS. JOHN COTTER 
MR. AND MRS. PRANK WHITE 
MR. AND MRS. JOSEPH HUDOCK 
MR. AND MRS. CHARLES BUDRIS 
MR. AND MRS. CLIFTON CROSBIE 
MR. AND MRS. JOSEPH BAHN, SR. 
MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM COLLINS 
MR. AND MRS. JOSEPH BENEDICT 
DR. AND MRS. JOSEPH I'. EUGHE9 
MR. AND MRS. CHARLES M. BRADY 
MR. AND MRS. LAWRENCE DOPLER 
MR. AND MRS. A. HERMAN NIEHAUS 
MR. AND MRS. MATTHEW O'CONNOR 
MR. AND MRS. RUDOLF NEIDERMEYER, JR. 
MRS. MARGARET Ml'TSeilLHR AND FAMILY 
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Congratulations 



And now il affords us an extn me pleasure to extend our mosl sincere 
congratulations to Transfiguration ( hurch and its membership on this the 
Celebration of iis Diamond Jubilee. 

To the early Fathers and mothers of the parish, to those courageous souls 
of three quarters of a century past we extend our heartfelt thanks and senti- 
ments of gratitude, h was you of those early days. who. for our benefil with- 
standing the difficulties and animosities of your daw shouldered the task of 
Laying the foundations of a parish church through which the mysteries of 
Christ's Faith may ever he our iruidin^ liirht and from whence we may draw 
the waters of a true life, God's Sanctification. 

To you. the members of this glorious parish in 1940, we also extend our 
very best congratulations, not only for the years you have Followed the path 
pointed out for you. but for the heritage which is yours. It is indeed a heritage 
of which you may be justly proud, a heritage which has buill up from paganism 
a civilization never before equalled in the history of the world, i heritage 
which has raised your womanhood from the brothel and placed upon the 
brow of your immhood a crown of blessings. 

Though congratulations are the order of the moment we must yet he 
alerl and active in the vineyard of Jesus Christ. Just as those who have gone 
before us suffered attacks and battled airainsi adversities, so also we. of the 
present generation, must be prepared to withstand assaults that are being 

directed airainst us. For this we must ourselves, be prepared and take all 
precautions lest our children be found weak. We must hold fast to the 
teaching of our Church and safeguard the youth againsl false doctrines. 

History is worthless unless it leaves with US a lesson for our future con- 
duct and behavior and the history of our narish and its citv does rive us the 
lesson of the extremes to which man mav be led when his life and conscience 
is directed by philosophies contrarv to the teachings and maxims of out 
Divine Pounder. Tt was for this lesson that the storv of the Whiskey "Rebel- 
lion was incorporated in this publication. Tt should be oui conclusion to 

hearken not to Hie vaporines of the doctrinaire but to cherish the solidity and 
fire of the Faith which has been handed unto us. thus leaving behind us in 
our turn those things which are of true value for God and Country. 

That the Blessings of the Almighty God may descend upon you. as a 

congregation and as individuals, each aiel every one. is the earnest wish and 

fervenl prayer of your pastor. 

Father Gwyer 



On Behalf of Each and Every Member of 
Transfiguration Parish 



We wish to extend to our advertisers our deep sentiments of 
appreciation for the aid they have rendered us. 

On behalf of our advertisers we solicit the hearty co-operation 
and patronage of our membership. 

That Almighty God may bless them and shower upon them his 
choicest gifts of peace and prosperity is our earnest wish and fervent 
prayer. 

FATHER GWYER 



Doubl 



Hiis bank offers you banking safe- 
guards, convenience, and helpful 
service — with Federal Deposit In- 
surance added. 



Security 




First 
National Bank 

of Monongahela City, Pa. 



Congratulations on the DiamondJubilee 



Compliments of 




Smifchton, Pa. 



Bill Polaski 

NEWS STORE 

Next to First National Bank 
"V/here Monongahela Buys Greeting- Cards" 

Typewriters - Gifts 
Stationery 

"We Make Our Own Ice Cream" 


PHONE 490 PHONE 491 

KEENIE'S 

Chevrolett::::Oldsmobile 

THE HOME OF GOOD 
RECONDITIONED USED CARS 

G. E. Frigidaire — Electrolux 
Refrigerators 
Tappan Gas Ranges 

. SINCE 1920 

KEENIE'Q 

NUF CFD &^^^dr 

MONONGAHELA, PA. 


Bebout & Yohe Co. 

FUNERAL HOME 

300 SECOND STREET 

FURNITURE STORE 

205 MAIN STREET 

In Monongahela for 
fifty-five years 

Telephone 26 


Monongahela 
Lumber 

Lumber, Mill Work and 
Builders Supplies 

Telephone 705 

MONONGAHELA, PA. 
YARD: FOURTH and RAILROAD STS. 





SPAN & HIRSCH 

DRUG COMPANY 

173 W. MAIN STREET 
PHONE 709 


MYERS & MYERS 

VISIT OUR 

New Store Addition 
409-411 4th Street 

TELEPHONE 57 
319 Main Street Monongahela, Pa. 


GULF SERVICE STATION 

RAY J. BAUTZ, Prop. 

FULL LINE GULF PETROLEUM 
PRODUCTS 

GOODRICH TIRES, TUBES AND 
ACCESSORIES 

FREE TOUR GUIDE INFORMATION 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

MONONGAHELA CITY 

WATER COMPANY 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

KNIGHTS 

— OF — 

COLUMBUS 


C. PIZZUrELU 

Wholesale Grocer 

PHONE 41 101 THIRD ST. 

MONONGAHELA, PA. 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

C. D. OF A. 

IN MEMORY 
OF OUR GOLD STAR 
MOTHERS 


DIERKEN'S 

DRUG STORE 
204 MAIN STREET 

MONONGAHELA, PA. 





COMPLIMENTS OF 
COMBUSTION ENG. CO., INC. 

Coshocton Iron Division 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

LIGGETT SPRING & 
AXLE WORKS 


Frank A. Pizzica 

Home of Used But Not Abused Cars 

De Soto Plymouth 

SALES AND SERVICE 

219 Chess St. 1212 Chess St. 
570 Monongahela, Pa. 859 


AL ZEFFIRO 

TRANSFER AND STORAGE 
MOVERS OF 

Better Furniture 

mm V> 9 I \** Q ■ Ml III I Ml V> 

DONOEA, PA. PHONE 609 


STEPHENS LUMBER 
COMPANY 

LUMBER and BUILDERS SUPPLIES 

"If In a hurry — from a board to a carload" 
Telephone 177 

Office and Yards: Foot of Eighth Street 
MONONGAHELA, PA. 


BIDZILA BROS. 
MARKET 

Phone 78 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

L« G» B« A. 

"BRANCH 757' ' 


Phone 920 Yards: Foot of Tenth Street 
"Everything for the Builder but Lumber'' 

PATTERSON SUPPLY 
COMPANY 

BUILDERS SUPPLIES 

Manufacturers of Concrete Block — Ready Mixed 
Concrete — Martin-Senour 100% Pure Paint — 
Rubberoid Roofing — Champion Coal 
Neville Coke 

MONONGAHELA, PA. 



COMPLIMENTS OF 

BILL HILL'S 

SHOE STORE 

315 MAIN STREET 
MONONGAHELA, PA. 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

BYERS 

DRUGS — Drv Goods 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

LADIES AUXILIARY 

OF 

AO.H. 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

BENTLfEY THEATRE 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

CATHOLIC 
KNIGHTS of ST. GEORGE 


Turn With the Turners 

COMPLIMENTS OF THE 

Monongahelo School 

OF 

Physical Education 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


EVERYTHING FOR MEN OR BOYS 
— AT— 
WHOLESALE PRICES 


«m IK CONDITIONED 

ZllTOl 


Harris Workingmen's 
Store 

213 W. MAIN ST. MONONGAHELA 





L. m. Fnje 

Funeral Director 


MOOSE BREWING CO. 

BREWERS OF HIGH GRADE 

Behemi&n Club Beer & Ale 

''Pride of th3 Monongahela Valley" 

ROSCOE, PA. 

DISTRIBUTED BY 

JURIK AND NOVOTNY 




Phone 136 

427 WEST MAIN STREET 

MONONGAHELA, PA. 


ASK FOR YOUR FAVORITE DRINK 

Fort Pitt Beer, Ale and 
Porter 

FORT PITT BREWING CO. 

SHARPSBURG, PA. 

DISTRIBUTED BY 

JURIK AND NOVOTNY 


MONONGAHELA, PA. 

FRATERNAL ORDER 
OF EAGLES 

NO. 532 
222-226 CHESS ST. 

Be a Supporter of Boy's Town 

Initiation Fee $5.00 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

ABBOTT HOTEL 

BAR AND DINING ROOM 

ALWAYS A FRIENDLY WELCOME 
MAIN STREET NEW EAGLE, PA. 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

Marne Retreading 
Company 

HI-SPEED RECAPPING 

U. S. TIRES 

FRED TOSI— GEO. McDOUGALL, Proprietors 
MARNE AVE.— PHONE 377 


YOELKER S GARAGE 

ROUTE 31— F. J. VOELKER, Prop. 

GENERAL AUTO REPAIRS 
BRAKE SERVICE 
ELECTRICAL SERVICE 

Official Inspection Station No. 579 

UPON THE SKILL OF OUR MECHANICS 
DEPENDS YOUR LIFE 









COMPLIMENTS OF 

Frye's Grocery 

PHONE 914 M. FRYE, Prop. 


DeVore Hardware Co, 

"MOST DEPENDABLE SOURCE OF SUPPLY" 

Phone 100 437-445 W. Main St. 

MONONGAHELA, PA. 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

Tone Dry Goods 

Phone 504 408 Main St. 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

Spalla Shoe Service 

407 MAIN STREET 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

Becker s Style Shop 

257 W. Main St. Monongahela, Pa. 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

Griffith's Flower Shop 

303 MAIN STREET 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

tester's Restaurant 

305 W. MAIN STREET 


WlYEl'S MILLINERY 

MRS. MARY NOBLE, Prop. 

MILLINERY— HOSIERY— NOVELTIES 
112 THIRD STREET 


COMPLIMENTS OF 
/I / / 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

HL H. WILLIAMS 

INSURANCE 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

Hoover Beauty Shoppe 

MAIN STREET— PHONE 593-R 


ALBERT ALLEN 

DISTINCTIVE SHOES AND HOSIERY 
MONONGAHELA, PA. 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

SI EGLE S 

215 W. MAIN STREET 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

Jack Frost News Store 

203 Main Street, Monongahela, Pa. 


COMPLIMENTS 

IF IT'S FROM 

Bondascha's Bakery 

ITS GOOD 

Phone 740 410 Main St. Monongahela, Pa. 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

H. C. Snipe & Sons 

SHOE STORE 
2ND AND MAIN STREETS 



COMPLIMENTS OF 

Tucker's Service Station 

1ST AND MAIN STREETS 
4TH AND CHESS STREETS 


CHATTAWAY'S 

CORNER NINTH AND MARNE AVENUE 


CONGRATULATIONS 
ON YOUR 75TH ANNIVERSARY 

BOOK'S SHOE STORE 


"SKATE FOR HEALTH" 

Palace Skating Rink 

NEW EAGLE, PA. 


PIZZIG A'S 

CAKES, PIES AND BREAD 

MAKES YOU GLAD YOU'RE HUNGRY 
Wedding and Birthday Cakes made to order 
PHONE 83-M 169 MAIN STREET 


The Economy Store 

LADIES' and CHILDREN'S 
READY TO WEAR 

Dell Phone 824 142 Main Street 


HOTEL GLASSER 

DINING ROOM SERVICE 

6 A. M. TO 8 P. M.— SUNDAY TILL 7 P. M. 
PHONE 9973 
TURKEY AND CHICKEN SPECIAL 


ESTABLISHED 1877 

IftNDEFELDS 

V**TnE BIG STORE 
OUTFITTERS FOR 
LAD TO DAD 


i 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

MCGREGOR'S 


Thomas Collins Sons 

V7 ATT DA D"PD 

WINDOW SHADES 
PAINT — FLAGS 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

Monotfoahela Meat 
Market 

232 W. Main St. Phone 822 


USE LITTLE AMERICA 
FROSTED FOODS 

CORRIN and PENROD 

FOOD MARKET 


VOGINI'S GROCERIES 

FOURTH AND CHESS STREETS 
MONONGAHELA, PA. 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

WAYNE C. JONES 

310 W. Main Street — Phone 502 
MONONGAHELA, PA. 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

Bindi Brothers Garage 

Phone 30 Phone 60-J 
DONORA, PA. MONONGAHELA, PA 


NELSON'S 

WALLPAPER, WINDOW SHADES, PAINTS 
CURTAINS, BLANKETS, LINENS 

221-223 WEST MAIN STREET 

PHONE 246 



Belvedere Restaurant 

NICK LIPARULO, Proprietor 
Italian and American Cuisine 
Special'zing in Spaghetti and Mushrooms 
112 W. Main St. Telephone 9984 
MONONGAHELA, PA. 

COMPLIMENTS OP 

New Moon Bowling Alleys 

JOSEPH VENANZI, Proprietor 

CHARLEROI, PA. 
FEDERAL SUPPLY COMPANY 

is sponsoring a Children's Amateur Hour, broad- 
cast direct from stage of Library Theatre every 
Saturday, 2:15 to 3:15 p. m. Children 14 years 
of age and under can get entry blank from any 
Federal Supply Store. 

BUY AND SAVE AT THE FEDERAL 
COMPLIMENTS OF 

^#^t»t^HOI ^%SflJ NO OUT 

505 Fallowfield Ave. (over Orange Store) 
PHONE 718 

CHARLEROI, PA. 


W ° rd 

SmPusten. Wise . . . 

FOLKS/ 

For the Finest in USED 
CAR Values... 

FOR COURTEOUS, EFFICIENT SERVIC- 
ING AND REPAIR V/ORK . . . FOR THE 
BEAUTIFUL NE77 

CHRYSLER - PLYMOUTH 

— SEE — 

Lazzari Motors 

(At Other End of Bridge) 


Congratulations on your 
75th Anniversary 

Italian Citizens of America 

MONONGAHELA, PA. 

Kurtz Monument Co. 

AUTHORIZED DEALERS OF 

Rock of Ages — Gold Bond Memorials 

PHONE 40 

250 E. MAIN ST. MONONGAHELA, PA. 

NAGY'S 

Groceries — Fresh Meats 
Lunch Meats — Fresh Vegetables 
Fresh Fruits — Confectionery 
MAIN AT NINTH PHONE 585 


TRY A LITTLE NIP OF 

ROLLING ROCK BEER 

ALSO 

AUGUSTINER DRAUGHT 

LATRORF RRFWINA fO 

EnM 1 RVDC DREW IIHV7 WW. 

LATROBE, PA. 

DISTRIBUTED BY JURIK AND NOVOTNY 


Its Time For Pabst 

PABST BLUE RIBBON 
BEER and ALE 

PABST BREWING CO. 

DISTRIBUTED BY JURIK AND NOVOTNY 


DRINK IRON CITY BEER AND ALE SuTbS 

ALSO TECH BEER BY POPULAR DEMAND 
AH ! THESE ARE REAL BEERS 

PITTSBURGH BREWING CO. Pittsburgh, Pa. 

DISTRIBUTED BY JURIK AND NOVOTNY 



DAVE TURRI 

MEN'S WEAR— DRY CLEANING 

HEADQUARTERS FOR ARROW 

161 W. Main St. Phone 840 


E. VENANZI 

PHONE 80 

FORT PITT SPECIAL AND 

TUBE CITY BEER 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

RALPH AFFINITO 

FOOD MARKET 

PHONE 44 — WE DELIVER 


D. N. HALL 

SHEET METAL CONTRACTOR 

Fhone 407 M 102— 2nd Street 




Valiemi Meat Market 

QUALITY MEATS and GROCERIES 
MAIN ST., NEW EAGLE, PA. 


COME TO 

1 AI^AI^Vl'c ^Aff*Mlf»0 Qt^ltl^H 

EXIDE BATTERIES 

OPPOSITE HOSPITAL NEW EAGLE, PA. 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

MADAADET MIIDPUY 

DRESS SHOP 

412 Main Street Phone 254-J 


COMPLIMENTS OF 
DETEDC DECT A 1 ID A MT 

HOME COOKED MEALS 


Matreda B* Simmonds 

FANCY GROCERIES 

Booth Service — Sandwiches 
Ice Cream — Magazines 

PHONE 682 — NEW EAGLE, PA. 


SODA & LUNCH 
Grodecour's Drug Store 

DRUG and OPTICAL SERVICE 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

Duner «»f?rvice ^TaTion 

CHESS STREET 
NEW EAGLE, PA. 


LAWRENCE V. FRYE 

PAINTS - VARNISHES - ENAMELS 

Lumber, Millwork and Builders' Supplies 
Sixth and Railroad Streets, Monongahela, Pa. 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

Carnation's Lunch 

HOME-COOKING 

Home-Made Pies Our Specialty 

NET EAGLE, PA. 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

HOTEL WELLINGTON 

NELLE LUDWIG, Prop. 
TELEPHONE 9965 

CHARLEROI, PA. 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

CR ALL'S 

FLOV/ERS — ANYWHERE 
Phone 4 210— 2nd Street 



PITTSBURGH CATHOLIC 



Friday, November 1, 1991 



a 

Monongahela parish 
to observe 125 th 

MONONGAHELA — Transfiguration Church, Monongahela, will 
conclude its yearlong 125th anniversary celebration on Sunday, Nov. 
17. 

Aux. Bishop William J. Winter will be the main celebrant for the 
Mass. He will be joined by Father William Feeney, current pastor of 
Transfiguration, Father Paul Leger, pastor emeritus of Transfigura- 
tion, Father F. Terrence Fedigan, pastor of St. Philip Neri Church in 
Donora and other area priests. 




The original 
Transfiguration 
Church was 
dedicated 
Thanksgiving 
Day, Nov. 30, 
1865. The present 
structure was 
built in 1908. 



! The Mass will begin at 3 p.m. followed by a dinner at 5 p.m. at the 
New Eagle Fire Hall, Monongahela. 

The parish was dedicated by the late Pittsburgh Bishop Michael 
Domenec on Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 30, 1865. The present structure 
was dedicated by the late Pittsburgh Bishop J.F. Regis Canevin on 
Feb. 23, 1908. 

Father John Quigley served as the first resident priest from 
1893-1895. He was followed by Fathers Thomas Walsh (1895-1900), 
Charles Poetz (1900-1910), David Walsh (1910-1922), Patrick Kitrick 
(1922-1935), Charles Gwyer (1935-1952), Patrick Rice (1952-1955) 
and Paul Leger (1955-1985). 

On June 11, 191 1, the old church was converted into a school and 
opened for students in September of 1912. The school was staffed by 
the Sisters of St. Joseph. The present school building was constructed 
under the direction of Fr. Leger and dedicated in 1962. 

The parish serves 1200 households in its congregation. 

According to Fr. Feeney, a church directory and a historical book 
have been printed for the celebration. 

For more information concerning the anniversary celebration call T. 
Palmer at 258-9673. 



